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ABSTRACT

Measurements Used in Cathedral Architecture
in the French Colony of Cochinchina

Investigating the Plan of the Saigon Notre-Dame Basilica

Makiko TAKAGI

Saigon Notre-Dame Basilica is a Catholic cathedral located in the centre of
Ho Chi Minh City. The cathedral was built in the late 19th century under a plan
devised by Jules Bourard (dates of birth and death unknown), “l'architecte” from
Paris.

In this paper, measurements of Saigon Notre-Dame Basilica were investi-
gated using historical records, with the aim of investigating architectural scales
of cathedrals in south Vietnam,which had been administrated by French gov-
ernment. With this mesurement data, clerical errors are found in the document
written by Charles Boutier (1845-1927), a missionary of Les Missions étrangéres
de Paris (MEP). His documental errors suggest a possibility that Roman foot
measure did not exist in MEP’s architectural education. Further, this data on
measurements and these results suggest that Saigon Notre-Dame Basilica was
designed using the Roman foot measure, but built using the Chinese foot mea-
sure. It is therefore hypothesised that the metric system was not involved in the
construction of Saigon Notre-Dame Basilica.



