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The objective of this study is to empirically show how the peasants’ economy faced against a backdrop
of market forces in rural Zimbabwe. The research questions the study raises are whether peasants
are even more marginalized by the global capital as the result of their exposure to the market force,
and how they react or survive in the global economy of the 21st century. This study is to solve these
questions by analyzing the economy of peasant agriculture through their contract farming arrangement for
tobacco production, after the land reform of Zimbabwe.

Zimbabwe’s land reform undertaken in the early 2000s, Fast Track Land Reform Programme (FTLRP), drastically
reconfigured the agricultural structure in the country. While the country had remained with bi-modal agrarian
structure, comprised by the small number of white capitalist farmers and subsistence black farmers, consolidated in
the colonial era, the FTLRP reconfigured the agrarian structure into the tri-modal. The tri-modal agrarian structure
is constitute of small-scale peasant farmers, middle to large scale farmers, and estates. Among the three components,
the presence of peasants is the biggest both in the number of population, and the size of area they cover. Thus, the
agriculture of Zimbabwe was peasantized through the FTLRP.

The outcome of the FTLRP was clearly shown in the tobacco industry. While settler capitalist farmers
had dominated the industry since the colonial era until the beginning of the 2000s, peasants are the
ones who now lead the industry after the FTLRP. The re-evolution of the tobacco industry realized
in the 21st century was brought by the peasantization as a result of FTLRP, and by the introduction
of the tobacco farming scheme in 2004. The industry was developed rapidly by peasants to triple the
volume of tobacco production between 2004 and 2013, after the introduction of the scheme.

The contract farming scheme which played a pivotal role for peasants to participate into the industry
is signed directly between them and transnational companies (TNCs). The study revealed that the
contract deals are sometimes unfavorable to farmers. The study showed that the input goods
provided by the contracting companies cost much more than the ones faced by the independent
farmers. The farmers also need to pay some other costs, such as insurance coverage for them to get
contracted.

However, peasants are still willing to be under the contract. Peasant utilizes the contract agreement
as one of their financial solutions when the economic situation of the country is unstable. The study
demonstrates that while peasants are oppressed by global capital through unfavourable contract deals, they also
have agency as they create their own market within the neoliberal market. This study showed from its empirical
data that peasants live in between formal and informal markets, not only to survive but also to achieve capital
accumulation in the rural Africa.
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