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Abstract of Thesis

The prolonged and continuous occupation and settlement history of Qohaito, yet not a single written record like
inscription been discovered, left archaeologists and anthropologists with no clue to establish chronological outline
of the at least three-millennia-long occupation of the site. Despite the rich and diverse archaeological remains found
in the site and the early discovery of the site by the end of 19" century, Qohaito remains one of the least known
archaeological and ethnographic site in the region. Most previous anthropological and archaeological researches
carried out in the site came up with preliminary and basic analysis, and sometimes decontextualize the
archaeological remains by focusing only on arbitrarily selected material remains; such as rock art, temple or podium
buildings.

This research pioneers a different approach of studying the origin and development of settlements, and rise of
complex communities in the plateau and nearby villages. Based on ethnographic, archaeological, ecological and
ethnohistorical data of the contemporary occupation of the Qohaito Plateau and Nabagade Valley, this research seeks
to reconstruct the cultural process of the formation and spread of sedentary villages in down streaming way. The
400-years long history of Feqat Harak minimal lineage occupation in the plateau and adjacent valley establishes the
last chapter in the chronological scheme of settlement history of the plateau. The research employed variety of data
collection and analysis methods, such a conjunctive technique and holistic systems approach, to devise a multi-
variate qualitative and quantitative analysis of the process of sedentary village formation and expansion. A tri-facet
conceptual and analytical variables was eventually formulated by systematically integrating lineage, house and
community paradigms, and in due course they became structured in a complementary formula. Besides multivariate
analysis of the process of formation and spread of sedentary villages, the research also pursues dialogue among
these concepts and analytical variables to propose a symbiotic and mutual constitution of them in anthropological
and archaeological researches.

Research findings leads to a conclusion that the spread of Feqat Harak sedentary villages in Nabagade Valley, and
eventually to Qohaito Plateau is the result of complex and intricate socio-natural processes; chiefly governed by
rapid lineage segmentations, subsistence changes, environmental change and catastrophes, inter-community
interaction within and outside lineage group, and colonial entanglement and regional political situation. The process
of settlement expansion is divided into four phases described as ‘Early Andal’, ‘Expansion in the Valley’, ‘Valley to
Plateau Expansion’, and ‘Dispersal and Aftermath’. The research went deeply into the third phase where the Feqat
Harak settlement penetrated into Qohaito Plateau, a historical phenomenon that can be described as ‘modern
repopulation of the plateau’ by sedentary agro-pastoral communities. The inner causes behind this historical event
were mostly non-kinship factors related with the environmental disaster that occurred at the end of 19" century and
the emergence of bilateral, one-to-one oriented, bi-ethnic inter-community interaction. Three pairs of bi-ethnic
(between Saho and Tigrinya) inter-community relationship evolved that drove the process of modern day sedentary
villages in the plateau; Tekonda’e-Feqat Harak, Asa Lesan-Aret, and Dassamo-Gramaten. Finally, the dissertation
proposes three types of sedentary village formation and expansion from Nabagade Valley to Qohaito Plateau;
segmentary, hydraulic and integrated types of settlement expansion. The research also inverted the conceptual focus
of lineage theory from fission to new type of community formation and aggregation.
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