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The thesis empirically reveals how social preferences influence people’s choices and outcomes in three policy
domains. Chapter 2 studies conformity and charitable contributions. We investigate and conclude that when more of
other donors give similar monetary amounts, a subsequent donor will likely match that amount. Chapter 3 focuses on
social comparisons vis-a-vis health disparities. We investigate whether a rise in social status in an occupational
community extends or shortens longevity. Chapter 4 considers altruism and social discrimination against foreigners.
We investigate whether differences exist in altruism exhibited toward a family member compared to toward an
unknown foreigner; and how the degree of difference therein varies across countries and cultures. The thesis’ aims
are to offer empirical evidence toward solving these three quandaries by invoking a behavioral economics approach.
In terms of impact, we aim to inform political discussion in each field by virtual of our empirical results.

Chapter 2 empirically determines how a donor conforms to other donors. Our analysis uses a large sample of
donations from a real online fundraising platform in Japan. The platform’s webpage displays amounts of the
preceding five donations in chronological order. We use this platform’s feature and a dynamic-panel model
approach, investigating how presenting multiple previcus charitable donations influences subsequent donations. The
main findings are that when the two most recent donations are identical, it is likely that a subsequent donor matches
the immediately preceding donation. Furthermore, the likelihood increases with the number of the most recent
continuous modal donations. We discuss that our findings connect economic studies of charity and social psychology
studies of conformity and could aid effective fundraising by charities.

Chapter 3 empirically reveals how a rise in social status in an occupational community influences
health/longevity., Our analysis uses a dataset covering Japan’s Akutagawa and Naoki prizes for literature and
employs a Cox proportional hazard model. As per previous studies, we examine datasets of candidates for
prestigious prizes, because recipients and fellow nominees are plausibly homogeneous in multiple respects, and thus,
winning a prize can be viewed as an exogenous shock to social status. There fore, we can exploit a causal effect from
heightened social status to longevity, by comparing the life expectancies and mortality rates of recipients and fellow
nominees. The main findings are that recipients of the Akutagawa prize for aspiring novelists exhibit lower mortality
rates, compared to nominees. The increase in longevity is estimated as 2.4 years. In contrast, recipients of the Naoki
prize for established novelists exhibit higher mortality than nominees, a decreased longevity of 5.1 years. These
results suggest that both positive and negative causal effects run from receiving a prize to longevity. Furthermore,
additional analysis supports the possibility that positive effects are likely to be larger than a negative effect, when
candidates exhibit unstable socio-sconomic status.

Chapter 4 measures a difference in altruism toward a family member and toward an unknown foreigner in
Germany, the US, Singapore, South Korea, and Japan. We conduct internet surveys in these five countries, set
hypothetical questions in these surveys, and measure a difference in altruism. We call this difference pro-family
altruistic discrimination against foreigners, and identity economics indicates that altruistic discrimination lies behind
social discriminations against foreigners, where the latter encompasses racial and religious discrimination. Our
five-country comparison finds that altruistic discrimination exists in all five countries, although the degree of




discrimination differs across countries. In detail, the degree of discrimination is smallest in Germany and largest in
Japan, and the other three countries’ locate between the two. Furthermore, Blinder-Oaxaca decomposition analysis
shows that the correlation structures of altruistic discrimination and education differ widely between Germany and
the other four countries. German people with fewer years in education {(or lower vocational education) tend to
discriminate against foreigners. In contrast, Japanese people who have spent longer in education exhibit quite low
altruism toward foreigners, compared to family members. Japan-type correlation structures are observed in South
Korea and Singapore. Interestingly, the degree of altruistic discrimination is insensitive to educational backgrounds
in the US.

The thesis reveals particular Japanese behavioral characteristics and Japanese social preferences underlying these
characteristics in the above three policy domains. Additionally, the thesis solves and provides new perspectives on
problems not yet resolved by existing international studies. That is, the thesis contributes both domestically and
internationally by usefully expanding empirical research into social preferences and public policy.
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AL, SBIFRAL ORI ZORHEICEDOL DI RERZRFETMNIDWT, 320K
W74 — IV BIZPBWTITHRFEOBR AN SELFNTHENMIL TS, E1#L, TOH5EFIC
BT HTHREEENT To—FOMRBEESHEOBERHEZRL TS,

B2ETHE., HFEAOFMNFMUOFTMAEHEICEDLDICHMT B0 %E lTapanGiving)] W I H
BEKDA F =2y YA FOWETF—FEHWTERENITHSMNILTWD, B M2
B EOFMNEFOFAGEAEZRTELVA MDD, BRERTY TO—F EWERNSTT
ANZUEEERLEZS AT, BEOFMEOEENHT L VHENFOSEICEOLICEEE Y
ABMEREL TS, ERHERELT, HITOFAENZTORMOFMNELE->ESFHUSHET
FRHLTWDEE, FILVLWEFANFLHE S OFMEBICEHERT< DI, RUGHETEHAMNT
LHEMNFORVIMADE, TOWVEENRERTAHZEMWREN, TNHORRIT, 20
BB ORRMTEOHEE L. NPORL VRN ESIEFRICRBES5 2 5,

HMIBTIE, RIS 2T A IBNWTHSWMEN ERT2 I &8, 5 DS RG
IWEDLDIREEEHFZA L0, ZEENITHLSMILTWD, FFHE - BEREEWDIHERS BT
PEOZUE - EBEHERHFOT—F &, CoxlbfINT—R - =FINEERL THRITDONS,
HoOZHHE - EZHBEHFE2FER T2, RENZEHEOMT. EM AN LR
FIEH T2, AN SH#EENWS ARBERERAPTVWEVSHARDLZNSE, =
BREEELT, FNEOZHEERFOESHBEMETLOD24EEL ST A&, BAKOZHH
NEOEZHEFELDBSIERSETTH I EARINTNS,

HWAETIE, BAE - KE - R4 - 2 HR= ) - BEEWSHRS»ET, 1205 —Fy b -
T — MREEREGL FKANEMMNSRIEEABAORICHA2F M OREZREL TS,
FaFHERELT, EOERTHLHREBIZHTASAMEOANABAMCHTEA2HOLI0DBFENWIE, F
OREWF RAYVTERBNESAELETRLRENT &, A ORKE S AEFOMOMBEIE. Eizk
STRELRRAIENELNTINS,
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