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Modern Characteristicsthrough Military Songs of the M eiji and Showa Eras
-Focusing on Musical PieceTheme- Languge Expressions-

Abstract

1. Modern Features of Musical Piece, Theme and Language Expressions through Military

Songs of the Meiji and Showa Eras

(1) The results of analysis of 40 military songshie Meiji era and 50 military songs in the Showa
era showed that in the case of the Meiji era mijlisongs, Omajor keys(C: G), @Yonanuki major
scales, 32/4 beats,@fast tempo, ®marcia, ®Pyonko rhythm, @4-phrases(16bars)®7 « 5
rhythm, 99 degrees(range), aridcomplete bars were used in most of the songs.

In the case of the Showa era military songsmajor keys(C- G), @Yonanuki major scalesp
2/4 beats,@fast tempo,®marcia, ©free syle rhythm,D4-phrases(16bars),®7 + 5 rhythm, ©
10 degrees(range), aridincomplete bars were used in most of the songs.

(2) As a result of analyzing the themes of 80 amjitsongs in the Meiji era and 120 military songs

in the Showa era, the upper 10% and top four rankiititary songs in the Meiji era are as follows:
(DEnhancement of fighting spirit(loyalty patriotismmarch+ conquest),@Soldier praise tale of
bravery(heroic episode)@Commemoration of the victory triumphal song, and4)Historical
character songs. And the upper 10% and top fokimgrmilitary songs in the Showa era are as
follows: (DEnhancement of fighting spirit(loyalty patriotissmarch- militarism of conquest)(2
Nation(national life national campaign, national power, national spimitancement movementy)
Women(mother, bride, wife, war nurse), addPolitics(policy) * systems.

(3)With respect to the language (metaphepcabulary) expressions, the metaphor and vocabular
of a total of 522 types of 16 items were examinad @nalyzed with 80 songs in the Meiji era and 140
songs in the Showa era as targets. The resultasafellows: The most diverse metapher
vocabulary are about ‘deaths’ and ‘soldiers’ in 8t@wa era, and the number of their types are 42 an
39, respectively(see Appendix 2P In the Meiji era, 159 songs, which account forwt2% (total
712 songs/including duplicate songs), express isdédspirit and thought'(see Appendix 1), whereas
149 songs, which account for about 18% (total 83®ys/including duplicate songs) express ‘tife
death- reincarnation(other self)’, which are found to Ised most in the Showa era(see Appendix 2).
@In the Showa era, 111 songs, which account for E§dress ‘geopolitical pointswar objectives’,

which were ranked in the third plac@) It can be confirmed that the metaphor and vocapleat



represent ‘soldiers’, ‘Japan(national system)’, penor’, ‘nation’, ‘war’, ‘women’, ‘soldier’s spirit
and thought’, and ‘life- death- reincarnation(other self) were introduced mainigpm archaic
words(words particularly used in the WakapSuch vocabularies as ‘motherland’, ‘nation’,
‘compatriots’, ‘in the rear of 100 million’ were @8 much as the words that emphasize ‘the national
collectivism’ which is aimed at the concentratioantrol and mobilization of people in the Showa era
In addition, ‘warriors’, ‘mole’, ‘Z flag’, ‘last b#le’, and ‘young eagle’ popular in the wake of war
from the Meiji to Showa eras served as ‘substilatguage codes’ of death designed to ask for the
determination of death before a major battt. It is notable that in the Showa era, various ntetap
and vocabularies were utilized to compare women‘Mamato ominaeshi’, ‘lily’, ‘sakura’,
‘chrysanthemun’, and ‘camellia’, youth and studeatyoung eagles’, and children to ‘small nation’,
all of which were camouflages of ‘loyalty’ and ‘sdice’ for the emperor (country) and were alsodise

as aesthetic ideological devices.

2. AView of theWorld Implied by the Language Char acteristics of Military Songs of the M €iji

and Showa Eras

In comparison with the Waka, which is the origintteé military song, a worldview of the military
songs of the Meiji and Showa eras is summarizddllasvs: (1) ‘Life’ in the Waka is not necessarily
based on the ‘death’, but is by ‘secular worldviewiich focuses on the existence. The ‘life’ of
soldiers in the military songs in the Meiji erarigended to be ‘loyalty’ in the real world and béf
‘death’ in the war, and is dominant by ‘secularisriented worldview’ as shown in the Waka. (2) In
the Showa era, ‘Sakura’, a representative symbollifef is depicted as a representation of
‘reincarnation’, which comes out as the originddautiful ‘life’="other self’ again in the Yasukuni
Shrine, indicating that ‘afterlife-centered worldwi’ is highlighted in the military songs in the S¥&

era.

3. Background and Factors of Language Characteristics of Military Songs of the Meiji and

Showa Eras

The reasons for the emergence of Language Chastici{Waka technic, soldier’s spirit and thought ,
life- death - reincarnation(other self)) in the jvemd Showa eras lie in the following background a
factors: (1) ‘Return to the Zimmu establishmenShinkoku(i# 1) - imperial kingdom(imperial line)

- Sonno ideology’ serve as the background of théepth structure and political ideas (dominant
ideology) for the military songs. (2) The relatibettucture of ‘binary opposition’ between ‘Kimihd

‘Mononohu’, and ‘mores of loyalty(remote ages)>demands for ‘feudal Bushi spirit’ by



intellectualists such as Masakazu-Toyama(Metjgjemands for ‘spirit of the Japanese people (nation)
(= ‘'modern Bushido spirit’, ‘Kyokusai spirit’) ohie Showa government are also included. Under the
circumstances, it can be said that ‘highly elaleatalinguistic codes’ regarding ‘death’ in the
background of a long-term war were developed aoased to 42 kinds in the Showa era. In addition,
other factors are that (3) the thought and awaseoiistellectuals such as Toyama, Inoue and Yatabe
who created the new-style poetry of ‘Japanese arstienn harmonizatiofi{7: {1 5)’ are prominent,

(4) the military songs have been inherited from\leka and its culture, and (5) the military songs

were characterized by a ‘top-down culture (rulifgss-led culture)’.
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6.1 ZEphAIEEER
<FK6-1-1> ZE I L (421f) 266
* pHTRF AR i E - 40dh (BFiR) /501h (FEFD) (L1 FR—)
BTG BE A0

o K4 e | o 4 e | o
G 12 3.0 G 10 2.0

C 11 2.7 C 10 2.0

F 4 1.0 F 3 0.6

o A 2 0.5 - Bb 3 0.6

Bb 2 0.5 D 2 0.4

D 1 0.2 Eb 2 0.4

Eb 1 0.2 A 1 0.2

1 i (Key) Ab 1 0.2 i (Key) - - -
Am 3 0.7 Cm 6 1.2

Gm 2 0.5 Am 4 0.8

Dm 1 0.2 Gm 3 0.6

S Em 1 0.2 S| Dm 3 0.6

- - - Fm 2 0.4

- - - Em 1 0.2

- - - Bm 1 0.2

2 s ISk E z‘%ﬁ% 23 5.7 R TR aﬁfgﬂig 22 4.4

L D) tEuE RREA) ORI 2 BT,




a@igg 3 0.7 aﬁgﬁé 15 3.0
FERE 8 2.0 R 8 1.6
I b 3 0.7 FLE 4 0.8
e 2 0.5 jigggﬁ;ﬁj* | 0.2
R+ 1 0.2 - - -
2/4 W+ 34 8.5 2/4 1+ 25 5.0
EiinN 4/4 07 6 1.5 CiERe 4/ 19 3.8
- - - 6/8 11 6 1.2
BT AR (120-100) 30 7.5 BT R (120-100) 36 7.2
FUR | PRLOT A (99-96) 3 0.7 TUR | BALDT A (99-80) 9 1.8
TE 7 1.7 BT A (19-57) 5 1.0
172 ity R 36 9.0 1T R 36 7.2
th B LEEN 2 0.5 i L i it 13 2.6
R 2 0.5 REENE 1 0.2
Cayaff 30 7.5 %Hjt;a_\/ ;ﬁr . 20 | 40
8 43 B 1F D 3 0.7 va o 8 1.6
N—TVaraf 3 0.7 N—T Vg 6 1.2
— A s | or ) | EER R .
Z Dt 1 0.2 2HTRY) AL 4 0.8
- - - Z DAt 4 0.8
_ _ - INGIRTE U 1N bk
") ChE LR Y R 3 0.6
- - - A
4 7L —X 26 6.5 471 —X 19 3.8
6 7L —2X 4 1.0 57 —X 11 2.2
8§ 7L —X 3 0.7 671 —2X 6 1.2
1471L—2= 1 0.2 8§ 7L —2X 4 0.8
TL=Z |12 71—% 1 0.2 | 7r—x @ﬁ;;tl)/ AEWE T o
10 7L—X 1 0.2 10 7L—2X 3 0.6
77L—2X 1 0.2 771—X 2 0.4
57L—2X 1 0.2 271L—2 1 0.2
371 —X 1 0.2 - - -
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flsk (7 L=z 5 | 0.9 ~ _ _
IRV '
7-5%8 32 8.0 7-5% 39 7.8
8+53M+7-5 3 0.7 7.7 4 0.8
8 THEE | 8-TH 2 0.5 ETHEE | 7T-TH+T-5 3 0.6
77T 2 0.5 8+53M+7-5 2 0.4
it 7 - 53 1 0.2 5.7 2 0.4
4Nl 37 9.2 A/ NE 42 8.4
9 /NETFE /NETFE A
ENEUN 3 0.7 Y e il 8 1.6
9 pE 21 5.2 10 £ 21 4,2
8 JiE 8 2.0 9 g 13 2.6
0 HER 10 f# 6 1.5 HER 11 f 6 1.2
FHO | 1 4 1.0 FI) |19 6 1.2
12 fg 1 0.2 13 3 0.6
- - - 8 £ 1 0.2
a5
o 401 100. 0 501 100. 0

LRoXo@EY . BlaEHK40M - ERERKSOM 2 5510, T (Key) . B, M7, 7
A HE, VXL 7= FEE NEIRAL ERGEE) 0108 BIC oW T O
o g Uz,

BEHR W T, Bl - I TS REMR. 2/4F. T R TR, e o=,
47 L= T« 53, 9B (FI0) 2> B R D KD BB 728 & — DI DAL S AL TN D D
IASNTH D, £, BRIZBWTS, B L AR, BIUL L2y 77—V DRk
ZRLTWD, 7272, PR E OfESR E L TET N O, il - 3 & mEp, 4
(AT PRLOT AR, HEEIE, B s 3 (T =R 2 A1) U RS RFER/NEL 10
(F) . 2 EDEIAE LW TH D, £ 2T, IKICITEER & BFnERKOZEHh DR LUt
FRESIZOWT, Fed & 9 22 BRI 108 H IS OV Tk - B8R 225,

0T BEFAhERIX. BATR408E X 10TH H =400k, FEFNS0HE X 108 B =5008, & 72 572 uiEwV it 7a
WS, THI O CRFE - EiR bbb -G - BAthRNH 70T, AitihiEiIiaiE4018h,
FEFN501Hh & 72 5,
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<F 6-1-2> ZE@RILLE Bi450) © [38 (Key) |
BTG BE A0
5 X5 it | HeR (%) X5 B | ELER (%)
G 12 29.3 G 10 19.6
C 11 26. 8 C 10 19.6
F 4 9.8 F 3 5.9
g A 2 4.9 o Bb 3 5.9
Bb 2 4.9 D 2 3.9
D 1 2.4 Eb 2 3.9
Eb 1 2.4 A 1 2.0
1 i (Key) Ab 1 2.4 | 7 (Key)
Am 3 7.3 Cm 6 11.8
Gm 2 4.9 Am | 4 7.8
Dm 1 2.4 Gm 3 5.9
5K Em 1 2.4 71 | Dm 3 5.9
Fm 2 3.9
Em 1 2.0
Bm 1 2.0
GEi 41 100. 0 51 100.0
<7776-1> HEBILEES) 0 T78 Key)
40
35
30
25
20 | . | = iR
15 HE A
10
i 'lll_ll_ll_|l_|l ’l_ll_|1| s o
G ¢ F A B D Eb Ab Cm Am  Gm Dm Fm Em

%

=i
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FiRoRE 77 7n6R6ND L5, i Key) IZBILTIX. TR (B1E - 83%/18
Frn- 61%) MR < R TG - CAEI (BTG - KI56%/HEF - £939%) 23H &2 < HIW
HILTWD, T72b5, BIKE RIS, REOOBEZRERCKRERGOZDIZBRI TR
BNERAINTY ., ENDR L HEESCHKE LT WIaENHEICR Y Abh iz e
WO ZEEHALNTHD, L, BRI ELE»D & T (G - H17%/18
Fn -+ K939%) OFIEHI40%55 & 72 o THIMEMIZH 0 . FAMEOR S CnAd HBmE U O TREFHIZ F
THATLZ LR TE D, T, RIS K 258 - BORkH OQH & v ) R 2R
ROEF L, TI0EEND B U TF A U XL EERERE,. B AR LRGN 2K
RHBEEDOTATOM ., WO B EE -7 o R-U XL 0% ZE L= Eth FiE gl
IREMRSNTRER E LTHERE S LD,

<F 6-1-3> KBk (B5y) 0 &R

B i ]
& | R | BER
X o X “
2 i % | @ i % | ®
IFRER IFTRERT
ari | ® 23 | 57.5 I 22 | 44.0
x arkxd x aFRERS
s 3 7.5 o 15 | 30.0
| RER 8 20.0 || % | EEH 8 16.0
20 B
B R 3 75 TR 4 8.0
e IFREREFH+ 3K
HERE 2 5.0  fg e 1 2.0
EERE 1 2.5
i 40 | 100.0 50 | 100.0

FRICELTIE, Ta k& & (B1E - 65%/08F0 - 74%) Ak bBAEIC R bz, =
UL, SCHAE TEZEBERE ) O REZ2F b Le T &) OBRBEEOTA N7
A UBRERINDITHED, ZLOEMENEOFNICER LR THD, a5k
EWVDERIC L D EROER, AU X DEELET AV OFATIC L - T, HIH 0 LBRE
mEDMMBENT. ok ERE) BHER. RERERRE) b, 18914401 D T3 F ik EHE)
NESERIZVT N THIE D,

Fio, T FHREEER) IXINAEICIT DO T8 Th o722y, 17kl - BEEa R
BIIZERMO T3 FHhEEER] DA ANKEZET 52 L1k BAiTIiEsens s o
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ED &V HIME M 2 AT\, FEOdhoEMN - W TICEAL TE Rl L7280 Th
DI E TN D YOt & ERE OB O IR A D,

<F6-1-4> FphB B GB4) : [+

ik BEFn
5 X5 Bk | HhR (%) X5 Bk | EL=R (%)
2/4 HF 34 85.0 2/4 ¥ 25 50. 0
3 m+ | 4/4mF 6 15.0 W+ [A/AHF 19 38.0
- 6/8 #i+ 6 12.0
&Rk 40 100. 0 50 100. 0

MFICELTL, BREFRSLOOXFOMFIChonD2/4mF R Z0EEH 6T
W5, Lo, BIAEICIESSY B R STV D DK L, BRI IE50% & 2372 0 I8l L
TWD, R, BN, EPEE R0 RRIGER & OWIT T4/4F O i 2338%2 £ T I
F U, 1930 R DIXEFR O & 72 o7z, Fio, BHABIK CHIEAYIZ R S 7z24
THRO6/8H 1%, BEAHIZIE2/ 4 TIc b o T EE L TEV R B — RofTiEihE o iz
BRI,

<FK6-1-5> HBIE o) : [T UK

A B0
& " o a2 R
X 4 X 4
B X5y 5 ) X5y b3 ®)
T _ HWT R
T R (126-100) | 30 75. 0 (120-100) 36 72.0
4 | FoE | difroF o H (99-80) | 3 15 | s | PROTE 9 18.0
(99-80)
N BT
NS 7 17.5 i 5 10.0
&t 40 100. 0 50 100. 0

TURIZE LT, O T AR OBOEIE NHEICB WX TH LDk L,
I 72% L ZRITIFE A ROV, L, BB\ TiX, FHoT R &R
WT VRO BAN18% % 5 TS, TALOT ARIZHBEEICITABINEE A RS 5T,
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BEWT RO CSE Lo T2, T HIEWT AR o fX, oW liEEO KD
7o, ERAEDLETCWLEE, W XEEARTGEHROTICHEEICRONDL Z &N
BT 5, ZOMBEBMRIZOWVWTITTFRRIZ/R L TR (2B 5FK6-1-6% % & I2FH

JEERT D,
<F6-1-6> FEHI i (B84y) « Tih/E
AR REFN
ey X5 B | LE=R (%) X5 Bk | Eb=R (%)
g i) 36 90. 0 (e 36 72.0
5 R | MR 2 5.0 B | AR 13 26. 0
RRE 2 5.0 M A 1 2.0
&t 40 100. 0 50 100. 0

h R B LT, e SIS A T R (BTG - 90%/ B A « 72%) DR HEF IZm < FF
IR EHRIE, ~—F ROREM A ERNZEE 5D TWD D05,

HEFERIZB VD TIE,

[HRGEM A OO R 269~ ML TWD, Z oflaix,

VT NRPBEEAXANCEEA T A X —PHNEAIN TV HRICEA I D, FFIZ80-88b
pm®D X /LT AR T, o TR - EROWEEHE ] oL, B ROmMITE £S5 L

s~ ThoT=tE2DH7EA9,

<F6-1-T> FHEHIHLB D) © U XA
A B0
&5 X5 HhE | bR (%) X5 HhE | FER (%)
Y a2t
Ya o 30 75.0 v 20 40.0
8 43 T O 3E e 3 7.5 SEEI=1 ] 8 16. 0
IN—T g o 3 7.5 IN—T g aff 6 12.0
Wit = >k 7
6 |vxalvezrrn| 3 7.5 % R Y X 5 5 10.0
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