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Recently, with proliferation of IoT and M2M technologies, mobile and wireless communication systems are
experiencing challenges of exploding mobile data traffic, considerable number of devices, and
heterogeneous applications. On the other hand, as Average Revenue Per User (ARPU) of M2M terminal
devices is much lower than cellular phones, it is required to reduce the communication and management
cost in mobile networks to accommodate considerable number of M2M terminal devices

To tackle this problem, we propose a novel architecture of autonomous and adaptive distribution of
mobility management functions on nodes in a mobile network and allocate servers in accordance with UE
mebility characteristics and a managemeni policy, which contributes to improve the performance of mobile
network systems by considerably reducing the C-plane communication and management cost. Specifically, we
propose a distributed mobility management scheme which can be realized on the current hierarchical
architecture of 3,96 LTE/EPC networks.

U~plane of the current 3.%9G LTE/EPC network has a functional and structural hierarchy comprised of a
PGW providing connectivity from UEs to external networks, SGWs working as local mobility anchor points
for intra-system handovers, and base stations called eNBs. In addition, an MME (Mobility Management
Entity) usually deployed together with SGWs performs C-plane mobility management for all UEs in the
corresponding Tracking Area. To mitigate concentration of cantrol traffic at MMEs, we propose a
virtualized MME, called ADMME (Autonomous Distributed Mobility Management Entity) which can be
configured at any nodes of a PGW, SGWs and eNBs. For adaptive selection of ADMMEs according to the
dynamically changing UE mobility and load status, we adopt a bio—-inspired adaptation algorithm called
attractor selection, which is a mathematical model of adaptive behavior of biological systems to
dynamically changing environmental conditions. In this model, a dynamic system finds a solution to
maximize & scalar, called activity, which expresses the goodness of the current solution for the current
conditions. In our scheme, by defining the activity based on multiple performance measures, each ADMME
dvnamically makes a decision on delegation of mobility management. Through simulation experiments, we
confirmed that our preposal could accomplish lower delay, higher load balancing, and lower C-plane
overhead comparing to other methods including the current standard under three mobility scenarios.

However, because of the hierarchical LTE/EPC architecture, the control messages are sent from UEs
along the hierarchy, e.g. eNB->SGW->PGW->SGW. As a result, the system performance has notable
limitations on reduction of response delay and C—-plane overhead. Therefore, next we design a novel flat
architecture which is comprised of a RO {Regional Office) corresponding to a central office of PGW, LOs
{Local Offices) serving local areas, and APs (Access Points} corresponding to eNBs. Moreover, MAs
{Mobility Anchors) used for U-plane anchor points are deployed in LOs. For the sake of more flexible and
dynamic distribution and allocation of C-plane management tasks, we split mobility management funections
of the LTE/EPC MME into two parts, i.e. VDMMEs (virtualized and distributed mobility management
entities) and DMDs (distributed mobility databases), and distribute them over a mobile network. For
autonomous and adaptive allocations of VDMMEs/DMDs taking into account UE mobility characteristics and
network status in our flat mobile network, we adopt the response threshold model which is a mathematical
model derived from self-organized division of labor in social insects. In the model, each individual
autonomously and stochastically determines whether to perform & task or not depending on the stimulus or
demand of the task and its inherent threshold or hesitation apgainst the task. In ocur scheme, we extend
the model to incorporate muitiple factors, such as delay, number of candidates, and C-plane overhead. We
confirmed that our proposal can mitigate delay to the half or even one-fifth and C-plane overhead by
more than 41.7% from a partial distributed mobility management scheme proposed in other literature
through simulation experiments under three mobility scenarios.

In this thesis, we proposed novel architectures and schemes for distributed mobility management both
in the current 3.9G LTE/EPC networks and a flat architecture leaving away the current standards. Our
main idea is to adopt bio-inspired algorithms to accomplish autonomous decision-making by individual
servers and mitigate C-plane overhead. Based on obtained rssults we confirmed superiority of our
proposals to other existing methods, which open up new perspectives on architecture design of a
sustainable mobile core network.
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