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Japanese, Chinese, and Korean Students’ Abilities in and Use of
Three Languages in the Ritsumeikan Campus Asia Program

Junko Kiyota, Emiko Yukawa, Yuka Anzako
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Abstract
Language skills and language use of Japanese, Chinese, and Korean students who par-
ticipated in the Ritsumeikan Campus Asia Program were analyzed, and the results

showed that the Japanese students’ evaluation of their Chinese and Korean language
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skills was generally low. Although these students frequently used Japanese in academic
contexts while they were in Japan, it was not the only language they used in every
situation; in fact, the ratio of the use of Chinese and Korean languages increased in non-
academic daily life contexts. The findings suggest the students' use of some principles
for language selection, such as choosing a language that is easy for the interlocutor (s)
to understand; using the language that one wants to speak or practice; responding to
the interlocutors' request to use a certain language; and deciding whether the inter-
locutor will accept one's insufficient foreign language skills. Furthermore, it was con-
firmed that the students exercised learning strategies such as getting help from their
friends to understand lectures and using an L2 to understand an L3. From the above,
it became clear that these students have developed high-level translanguaging abilities
to work on academic tasks using all the resources of the three languages and to use the
optimum language elements from such resources depending on the context of a given

communication event.

XF—U—R: NFUR TV T FXURNATIOT - Ta s A EiERES.
SiEfEA

1. BB
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Seltzer, 2013), ZZ T3/ A UV HABBEHDEEL/S— M) —2fE2—D>DEEE
ERT, ZOEAEOFNLEZDFOAI a=b— 3 NIFEREEER % HIEAIZ
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REBE I TRERECEE LI-L &, NIV R - TUF—U U TR FIEEIC
AnaZ&T, AT 2ERCEBENRE STV | DFERMIREHLTE D LD
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of Reference for Languages: Learning, teaching, assessment. LA#% CEFR & ¢
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