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Development of Information Technology and
Post—materialistic values

Mitsuru MATSUTANI and Akira KAWABATA

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the correlation between Post—-materialistic values
and commitments to “Information TechnoldgyiT” 0 We address two questions. Will the
digital divide become wider or narrower? Along with the diffusion of “IT”, does the
correlation with Post-materialistic value change?

The Data from “Japan Survey on Information Society” donelliil] by Graduate
School of Human Sciences, Osaka University is used in this analysis. Post—-materialistic

value scales are specifically based on the studies of Ronald Inglehart and Scott Flanagan.
Post-materialistic value variables used in this paper consist of “Post—-material public goal”,
“Post—-material private goal” and ‘“liberalism”. “IT” variables consist of “knowledge”,
“interest” and “usage”. These relations are analyzed. Moreover, by controlling social
attribute variables, such as age and educational background, whether these relations would
also be essential is verified.

We found “liberalism”, which is one of the Post-materialistic Values, is correlated with
the “IT” variable. The correlation of “liberalism” and “interest” that is one of the “IT"
variables is only essential. At present, there is almost no correlation between Post—
materialistic values and commitments to “IT”. “Liberalism” is a value that expresses
positive activity, including an ‘“intention to participate”. That is why “liberalism” may
effect “interest” about “IT”. Moreover, as for women, who are disadvantaged in “IT”,
“liberalism” has particular effects on “knowledge” and “interest.”

Also, this paper shows clearly that there is a very large gap between different social
attributes. The influences of age and educational background were strong. Occupation and
“household income”, as hierarchical factors, also have a significant direct effect. It is
believed that age and educational background affects adaptation capability to “IT", and
that occupation and hierarchical factors correlate with necessity to adapt to “IT” and the
cost of “IT” usage.



