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SUMMARY

The “Character” of Romanian Folk Music: Some Reflections on
Enescu’s Violin Sonata No. 3
Nobuhiro ITO

As it is well known, Sonata No. 3 for Violin and Piano by George
Enescu has a rather problematic subtitle: “Dans le caractére populaire
roumaine”. Many scholars have tried to clear up what elements of
Romanian folk music have influenced the music; as well as what folk
elements have been directly quoted or alluded to in the sonata.

In the present article the discussions up to this point are reflected
upon and several new findings are announced. The author attentively
observes the firul basmuit (to use P. Bentoiu’s term) descending motive
from the first movement which can also found in the Romanian folk
music collection of Barték. The characteristics of this motive are.fur-
ther discussed and its mediating character between Roma music and
Klezmer music in Moldavia where Enescu was born is stressed out.

~ Furthermore, the problem of melodic ornamentation, with special
attention to “portamento”, is argued over and the word “character” in
the subtitle of Enescu’s sonata is interpreted as reflecting not only the .
elements of the folk music, but also the gestures of the fiddlers and
village musicians in Romania.

#F— 77— F ! George Enescu, Violin Sonata No. 3, Moldavia,
Romanian folk music, Roma






