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Restructuring of “Kyouyou-bu” department for
general educatidn at Japanese National Universities
in the[I1T]s : Faculty’s Thoughts
towards their Educational Duty

Fumi KANNO

The Ministry of Education, Science and Culture revised its criteria for establishment of
universities in(I1T], then Japanese universities have launched a curriculum reform. On
the process, most national universities have restructured “kyouyou—-bu” which was
responsible for gener@lliberal art$] education. These universities expressed that all staff
would cooperate to carry out liberal arts education. However, some are afraid if liberal
arts education is to be treated more lightly and that disparity between former “kyouyou-
bu” staff and the other faculty staff might remain even after the restructuring. This paper
is to analyse the survey on the curriculm reform to evaluate the result of restructuring.

Concerning faculty’s thoughts, majority members, who did not belong to “kyouyou-bu”
and don't join liberal artsl generall education now, insist that they have nothing to do
with the education, that former staff of “kyouyou-bu” mainly have responsibility for the
education, and that they are disagreeable to be enrolled in the rotation. On the other side,
about one thirds of faculty staff, who’'re now responsible for liberal arts education, have
attitude toward sharing such educatonal duty in rotation, that is, every faculty must take
part in education. Also they are interested in education and in its curriculum in some
sense.

Where is liberal arts education going? As long as a majority of faculty is keeping
away from the educational duty, restructuring of “kyouyou—bu” might not bring the
estimated effects. If liberal arts education turns out to be obligation for each faculty by
rotation, some will still hesitate to take part in it, but some will be interested in it by
the rotated duty. In other words, if these faculty members also have their identities in
liberal arts department, this could bring a fruitful result of the restructuring.



