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SUMMARY

Bai in the Koriyama City Dialect of Japanese:
Change to Confirmation-seeking Expression in the Young Generation

Hiroyuki SHIRAIWA

This article focuses on the usage of the modality marker ba: in the
Koriyama City dialect of Japanese. In the traditional dialect system, ba: is
used as the polite (honorific toward hearer) form of be, which functions as
an conjectural, intentional, and adhortative marker and also marks the
speaker’s attitude to seek confirmation about old information of the hearer
(the confirmation-seeking function is believed to be derived from the
conjectural function). The analysis of the discourse data on old folk tales
and interviews to old speakers shows that the function of ba: is the same
as that of be.

However, through the interview and questionnaire survey
administered to young speakers, it is revealed that young speakers mainly
use bai as a confirmation-seeking expression, and they do not use it with
any other function so frequently, while be retains all its functions.

This change is explained as follows. In Japan, standard Japanese has
spread widely especially after the war. With regard to the modality
system of the Koriyama dialect, the standard Japanese forms of deshoo
and mashoo have come to be used instead of bai, and bai is no longer
recognized as the polite form of be. Therefore, bai is losing its original
function corresponding to be. However, because of an old polite form, ba:
retains its hearer-oriented property and continues to be used frequently
only as a confirmation-seeking expression through which a speaker
confirms information from the hearer in a dialogue situation. Moreover,
there is a possibility that young people prefer the communication style in
which they confirm some information with each other frequently while
talking.
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