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THE MEANING AND THE LIMITS OF THE POLICY TO ENSURE
SCHOOL REVENUE BY DINT OF ENCOURAGING INDUSTRY

—An analysis of the rice-granted aid and the elementary
school company in Kyoto City in the early Meiji era—

Kazuo MIKAMI

In this paper the author examines the process of founding of elementary school
system in Kyoto City early in the Meiji era, concentrating the author’s concern on
the financial system.

Before the Meiji era, there was an autonomous financial system in Kyoto. It’s
financial revenue was mainly depended on the “Nokiyaku” (a kind of house estate
tax burdened only on the house owners according to the size of their house.).

The policy of Kyoto Prefectural Government was to abolish the tax and to establish
a new system of finance which was composed of the “Kamado-kin” (a tax for every
bit of house) and the “Eizoku-shiho” (the way to ensure the permanent fund).
For proceeding the policy, the Kyoto Prefectural Government provided a fund to
build schools on one hand and the “Kiritsu-mai” (a rice-granted aid to be used
as the permanent fund to each city community) on the other hand.

Then three methods were tried by city communities with the aid of the “Kiritsu-
mai’’, but failed. The first one of these methods was that the rice trading company
payed its profit to the elementary school company. The second was that the elementary
school company lent rice for the purpose of gaining interest to the. sub-system of
city community. The third was that the elementary school company converted rice
into money and lent it to every economical organization for making profit.

Among them the third method had been maintained for the longest period of
time. The third method has been estimated in two different ways in terms of whether
or not this method deviated from the beginning purpose of the elementary school
company. The auther disagrees with the estimate of deviation.

The meaning of the policy of Kyoto Prefectural Government was to burden every
bit of human activity which had produced wealth with a financial revenue of educa-
tion, and the policy was limited by the market fluctuation and the establishment of
nation-wide coercive tax collect system by law.



