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The Tentative Analysis of Science Communication with Community ldeas
from Michael Oakeshott
Masayuki Kosuca

The aim of this paper is to analyze the science communication with two ideas,
“societas” and “universitas”. Michael Oakeshott used these two ideas to analyze the
characters of modern European states. Societas is a kind of community which consists of
the people who relate to one another in the continuous acknowledgement of the authority
of rules of conduct indifferent to the pursuit or achievement of any purpose. Universitas
consists of the people who associate in respect of some identified common purpose, in
the pursuit of some acknowledged substantive end, or in the promotion of some specified
enduring interest. By these two ideas, today’s society could be interpreted as “societas
governed by government as universitas”.

Two societas, government and scientist community, cooperate with each other to
solve problems related to science and technology. In such situations, opinions of citizens are
often ignored. Such ignorance makes situation worse if existing problems are hard to solve
only with scientific knowledge and local knowledge of citizens play important role to solve
it.

Dialogue between citizens and government and scientist community is efficient to
improve such situations. Organizing universitas is effective way for citizens to establish a
dialogue with government and scientists in equal position. And counter specialty is useful
to open up dialogue with them and to make them listen to citizens’ opinions. Using “Science
shop” is effective way to get counter specialty. And “Consensus Conference” is another way
to collect local knowledge. With this method, we can hear the direct voices of citizens as
members of societas.
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