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Vietnamese democracy and rural communities: An analysis of

"The Regulation of Democracy on the Basic Level"

KATO Atsufumi

In 1998, Vietnamese government regulated "The Regulation of Democracy on the Basic
Level" aiming to make a regal system for local residents to control rural developments
of their own community. This article will examine the meaning of democratization in the
regulation. The concept of democracy, as an disputable concept, is always localized with
an unique composition of concepts. In the official political theory in Vietnam, the concept
of democracy consists of such theoretical frameworks as the socialism government theory,
the thought of Ho Chi Minh, Anglo-American sociology, historically nuanced meanings
of the "people" (nhan dan or dan) and the conceptual relationship between "people" (dan)
and "subject" (chu). The democratization in "The Regulation of Democracy" not only aims
to maintain the mono-party autocracy of the Communist party but also aims to declarate
the govermental stance toward rural development. To make clear this overview, this
article will first describe the contents of the regulation and the rural development
problems behind the regulation. Then we will analyze the concept of democracy in the
regulation, which means the self control of community by the local residents under the
condition of mono-party autocracy of the Communist party. At last, we will consider the
concept of self management (tu quan), which means the contracted self governance under

the relationship between the state and communities.

Key words
democracy, Vietnamese rural community, local residents, community development,

localization of concept.
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