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Syntactic Feature of the Particle ‘ni’ as
a Complementizer

Ikuko SHOJI

Case particles, which are fundamentally attached to noun words and phrases,
often appears at the end of verb. Such a linguistic phenomena occurs in the clas-
sical Japanese as a usual manner. In that sense, it seems that Case particles and
Connective particles in Japanese have the same syntactic function and they are
recognized as the same grammatical category: Complementizer.

Complementizer is defined as a syntactic marker, which represents not to close
the sentence but to follow other words and phrases.

The particle ‘ni’ is quite different from other Case particles in that ‘ni’ receives
even the conjugated form besides the dictionary form of verb. As a result, this
syntactic force of “ni’ leads the variety of the meaning which is indicated in the
predicate part.

The expanded comprehension of Complementizer, which is suggested in this
paper, would be a universal grammatical category for explaining other Japanese
structures.
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