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1

Sex Segregation in Occupation Compared with Sex
Segregation in Higher Education in Japan

TAKAMATSU Rie

The purpose of this paper is to research the connection between sex segregation in higher
education and sex segregation in occupation in Japan in 1990s.

There is sex segregation in the labor market in Japan. Sex segregation in occupation is often
divided into vertical segregation and horizontal segregation, however, horizontal segregation will
eventually link with vertical segregation. The most remarkable sex segregation in occupation is that
most men work as full-time workers and many women work as half-time workers. Evenif half-time
workers are as productive as full-time workers, they cannot receive good salary, and sometimes get
scared by layoffs.

There are also segregations in higher education. One is vertical segregation. In the past, many
girls studied not at universities but at collages, but today more and more girls study in universities.
The other is horizontal segregation. About 20 percent of men have majored in human sciences, 50
percent in social science, and 30 percent in natural science. On the other hand, about 80 percent
of women were majoring in human science in 1995.

We analyzed the connection between the two segregations using data from the Social Stratification
and Social Mobility Survey (SSM) conducted in 1995, and we found that more people who majored
in human science have left full-time jobs than those who majored in social science. This shows

sex segregation in education partly connects with sex segregation in occupation.

Key words : higher education, vertical segregation, horizontal segregation, sex segregation in

occupation, part-time workers

89— FFEHEM OBLEEN & L T OSSR B — K PHIHEBIRB S O s B~ O fiz(LiciEE LT

e



