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Effect of the Planning System and Public Program on Urbanization Control from the Viewpoint of
Compact City
Title - A Case Study of Yinchuan City in Western China
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Yinchuan, an inland city located in Western China, has been undergoing rapid urban growth in recent years,
which rouse the concerns of sustainable urban development and imposes great challenges on urban planning and
urbanization management. In this research, three questions are raised from the perspective of compact city: a)
what political measures the local government of Yinchuan has prepared and implemented for the ongoing
urbanization; b) how these measures function to promote sustainable urban developments; ¢) what the critical
issues are examined in the implementation of these measures. Based on these questions, this research aims to
appraise: 1) the effects of urban planning on urban expansion control; 2) the effects of public programs on housing

development; 3) the effects of the specific zoning on the development of land use pattern.

In Chapter 1, the background of the research is introduced, and then the research questions and objectives
are set up. Subsequently, based on the review of the previous studies, theoretical and empirical significances of

the research are explicated. At last, data sources and analysis methods are described.

In Chapter 2, the concept of compact city is outlined, which is the research viewpoint and concept framework
of this thesis. Sustainable urban forms are discussed, and then the evolution of concepts of the compact city is
reviewed. Secondly, key principles of compact city in this research are defined, and political instruments that

have potential to achieve compact city are discussed as well.

In Chapter 3, the basic information of urban planning system and planning authorities in China is firstly
introduced. From the aspects of transformation of the planning system, the institutional structure of the planning
authorities and their powers are specified according to the condition of the political-economic transition, and thus
legal functions of two layers of urban planning and the development control have been observed. Secondly, the

study area is defined and its local context is examined and described.

In Chapter 4, the effects of urban planning on urbanization control in Yinchuan city is analyzed and the
followings are clarified: 1) The focus of Yinchuan City Master Plan has significantly altered from restraining the
urban expansion to promoting developments responding to the rapid growth of market economy. Nevertheless,
the planning authority failed in the plan-lead developments and the frequent modifications were decided to
incorporate with specific zones conditions, 2) The designated specific zones could not promote or control market-

based urban development sufficiently since the uncontrolled expansions were observed in their surroundings.

In Chapter 5, the effects of the public programs such as public housing projects, schools and key facilities,
which are promoted local amenities and convenience, are analyzed and it is confirmed that these public programs
functioned as the trigger to invite the private housing investments. However, the distribution of these public
programs was not consistent with city’s housing promotion strategy, which sometimes resulted in the undesired

housing expansion. This suggests that the public program strategy is key to the spatial management.

In Chapter 6, the interaction between the planning intention of specific zoning and realized land use pattern
are analyzed. Within the institutional setting, the implementation of specific zoning is interpreted in terms of
financial resources, spatial consideration based on the key function and detailed land use plans. The case studies
indicate that the planning intention of each zone is not always maintained and the realized land use patterns are

varied depending on the implementation manners.

In Chapter 7, the main findings are summarized and, from the perspective of compact city, the implication of
these findings on the planning practices and urban policy-making are discussed for the future vision of

sustainable development of Yinchuan City.
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