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Chapter 1 investigates whether a cash transfer programme that provides more financial benefits
for particular subgroups produce better outcomes in Jamaica. Since 2008, PATH has been making
higher cash payments to boys and secondary school children to address gender inequality and to
help children from poor households attain higher education. | adopt a difference in differences
approach to estimate the impact of the policy change in 2008 on educational outcomes using pre-
and post-reform data from nationally representative household survey data. This study analyses
children who are in the PATH target age range of 6 to 17 years. The results suggest that PATH
itself encourages households to spend more on uniforms for boys in all school grades and on
books for boys in lower secondary school. However, PATH’s policy change does not successfully
cover children’s schooling costs and does not reducing the gender gap. These results mean that
higher benefits do not necessarily bring higher treatment effects among the target subgroups.

Chapter 2 aims to evaluate the effectiveness of a particular conditional cash transfer programme
in the Philippines on child immunisation coverage and safe delivery practices. By applying a
logistic regression on household data from the 2013 National Demographic and Health Survey, it
finds that the studied programme helps children from poor households receive immunisations.
However, the timeliness of child immunisation uptake remains poor even though beneficiaries
have to follow the planned schedule to maintain their eligibility for the programme. In addition,
there is no significant impact on postnatal care utilisation and safe delivery practices. The analysis
further indicates that the studied programme leads to positive health behaviour among
beneficiaries. Children receive an additional vaccine and some supplements, and mothers take
supplements and can afford to set aside some money in the case of emergencies. These outcomes
are not a part of the conditions of the studied programme. Hence, making regular visits to a health
facility to comply with the conditions of the programme in question may encourage participants to
display preferable health behaviour.

Chapter 3 examines wives’ and husbands’ different perceptions of wives’ levels of autonomy and
how the couple concordance on wives’ decision making autonomy are associated with wives’
subjective well-being in Laos where wives are usually enjoy a relatively higher social status than
do women elsewhere worldwide. According to the analysis using the self-collected data from 194
married couples with children in Laos, there is agreement and disagreement about who makes the
household decisions on each of the four household matters. The couples’ different perceptions of
wives’ autonomy are inconsistently associated with women’s subjective well-being. Specifically,
the regression results reveal a positive association between wives’ self-reported autonomy and
their subjective well-being, whereas no association was observed with husbands’ perception and
couples’ concordance reports of the wives’ autonomy.
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