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Everything was finished in the course of the day. We are not
permitted to gaze upon the empty shell of the locust. The wide moor
was crowded with people and carriages. The services were solemn
and dignified, and she ascended to the heavens as the frailest wreath
of smoke. It is the way of things, but it seemed more than anyone
should be asked to endure. Helped to the scene by one or two of his
men, he felt as if the earth had given way beneath him. That such a
man could be so utterly defeated, thought the onlookers; and there
was no one among the most insensitive of menials who was not
reduced to tears. For Murasaki's women, it was as if they were
wandering lost in a nightmare. Threatening to fall from their carriages,
they put the watchfulness of the grooms to severe test.

Genji remembered the death of his fist wife, Yugiri's mother. Perhaps
he had been in better control of himself then—he could remember
that there had been a clear moon that night. Tonight he was blinded
with tears. Murasaki had died on the fourteenth and it was now the
morning of the fifteenth.* The sun rose clear and the dew had no
hiding place. Genji thought of the world he must return to, bleak and
comfortless. How long must he go on alone? Perhaps he could make
grief his excuse for gratifying the old, old wish and leaving the world
behind. But he did not want to be remembered as a weakling. He
would wait until the immediate occasion had passed, he decided, his

()
heart threatening to burst within him.
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