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Facial display during interview: Comparison between Chinese and Japanese

Aidong WANG (Graduate School of Intercultural Studies, Kobe University)
Kiyoshi MATIYA (Institute for Promotion of Higher Education, Kobe University)

The purpose of this study was to investigate into socio-cultural factors (gender differences and
cultural differences) in facial display in interpersonal situation by the comparison between Chinese
males and Chinese females, and between Chinese males and Japanese males during interview. Fifty
Chinese students (twenty-five males and twenty-five females) and thirty-five male Japanese students
participated in the interview. Their facial movements were recorded by video camera. The results of
analyses of their facial movements indicated that the Chinese females more frequently showed facial
displays including Duchene smile (AU6 + 12) and another facial movements, and that the Japanese
males more frequently showed facial movements, the mean duration of a sequence of facial movement
of the Japanese males was longer than the Chinese males, and the Japanese males more frequently
showed facial displays excluding Duchene smile. The results were considered to support Zhou(2002)'s
finding that Japanese tend to suppress facial expressions of negative feelings in public situations
more likely than Chinese. In the discussion, the similarity and the difference among Chinese,

Japanese, and Thai are discussed.

Keyword: facial displays, interview, Chinese, Japanese, sex difference.
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