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The receiving and enshrining of remains of the Buddha
and the founding of the Kakuozan Nissen-ji Temple in
the Meiji period:

Based on an analysis of sect journals and regional and
religious newspaper sources

Masafumi SANO

In January 1898, William Peppe discovered remains of the Buddha in some
ruins in British India. The following year, in 1899, the British government and
its chartered administration in India gifted them to the royal family of Thailand.
In response to a proposal made by the Japanese Ambassador to Thailand, Inagaki
Manjiro, the 33 religious sects of the Buddhist community in Japan dispatched
a delegation to Thailand in 1900. This deputation, comprising Otani Koen,
Fujishima Ryoon, Maeda Seisetsu and Hioki Mokusen received a part of the
remains of the Buddha from King Chulalongkon (Rama V) in June 1900. A fierce
battle ensued among the religious sects and the city of Nagoya won against Kyoto
in being selected as the location where the remains of the Buddha were enshrined.
Further, 23 religious sects collaborated to establish the Kakuozan Nissen-ji Temple
in October 1903. This place of worship was constructed in November 1904 in
Tsukimizaka, Tashiro village, Aichi District (present-day Hoo-cho, Chikusa Ward,
Nagoya City). Later, in June 1918, the Enshrinement Tower was constructed at
Nissen-ji Temple and this became the prescribed final shrine for the remains of
the Buddha. After the name of the country was changed from Siam to Thailand
in 1939, the name of the temple was also altered to Nittai-ji in 1942. Although
Nissen-ji / Nittai-ji has come to be positioned as one of the main centers of
Japanese-Thai cultural exchange, researchers, so far, have not adequately focused
on its history. In this paper, we review the history from the discovery of the
remains of the Buddha in January 1898 to the construction of the Nissen-ji Temple
in November 1904. To effect this assessment, we analyze sects’ institutional
journals and regional and religious newspapers to elucidate the trends of each sect
and to reveal the process of the construction of the Nissen-ji Temple.



