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Japanese Fixed Social Expressions and the Particle wo:
A Corpus Analysis of Written Japanese

Manami FUJIHIRA

This paper discusses the particle wo following noun phrases (NPs) that occur
in fixed social expressions of gratitude or apology: “NP-wo arigatou” (Thank
you for NP), “NP-wo sumimasen” (Excuse me for NP), “NP-wo go-chisou-
sama” (Thank you for NP), and “NP-wo omedetou” (Congratulations on NP).

Japanese fixed social expressions such as “Arigatou” are not expected to
take objective noun phrases. The reason for this is not only that these social
expressions are classified as interjections, but also that “Arigatou” originates
from the adjective arigatai (grateful). However, Fujihira (2017) showed that the
Japanese expression of gratitude “Arigatou” can follow wo-marked NPs.

This study analyzes examples collected from The Balanced Corpus of
Contemporary Written Japanese (BCCWIJ), and reveals the following three
points;

1) In addition to “Arigatou”, other fixed social expressions such as
“Sumimasen” (Excuse me), “Go-chisou-sama” (Thank you for the meal),
and “Omedetou” (Congratulations) can follow wo-marked NPs.

2) NP-wo in such fixed social expressions can co-occur with the situational
NP-wo, which means that the NP-wo in the fixed social expressions is
distinct from the situational NP-wo.

3) NP-wo in such fixed social expressions cannot precede the situational
NP-wo. This means that NP-wo generates in a lower position than do
situational adverb phrases.

Finally, this paper discusses the function of the particle wo in the examined fixed
social expressions, as well as the possibility that these expressions demonstrate
some degree of transitivity.



