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Analysis of the expression of Japanese Sign Language elements in academic sign
language interpretation: A comparison of deaf and hearing interpreters

Satoko NAKANO™!, Mutsumi GOTO ***?* Daisuke HARA™*, Yuko HOSOI ™',
Kazuko KAWATSURU ™', Nobuko SUMIDA™', Takayuki KANAZAWA™®, Airi ITO*,
Keita KUSUNOKI ™', Naoto MOCHIZUKI ™', Eriko SUWA™', Yuko YOSHIDA™!

AWFZETIE, PR TFFHEFUIIHARFFHOBERZDVAMN R TH S L VI RO D &, EEORFOFE
e FML L, HARGEZRESHE (SL), HAFHZHESHE (TL) L3 2HEBRICOWT, HAF
SRR DA 9 MR 1 4 L IR TIRE) T A B E O Tih@RE 104 CHEB O 21T - 72, BERE o
REBRIERICDLEoTIT VY 7o T D20, HRTFEOEEDA I BERFICH L Th R o
72, BIZE, ETIREHRL T OB X ORIGAPHEL TV EH720I2, TAXY M EOBHOEBRDI %L,
RESHETHL OAEOLEZHWICEKHTE TV a0, EEPSOBHNTHLI DR HVEINT
HbHEVSEEAASNT. F72, FEOWREIIOWT, A ) EREIE, FERE K—X, H4T
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F—U—F: HARFR, »H@R K, v~y 7, 7AXZ b, CL (classifier),
RS (Referential Shift), NM (non-manual)

In this study, we used video footage of actual university lectures as material to compare and
analyze the translated expressions, from Japanese as the source language (SL) to sign language as
the target language (TL), of one deaf interpreter (native speaker of Japanese sign language) and
10 hearing sign language interpreters active in the community. We worked on the premise that
elements of Japanese sign language (JSL) are essential to academic sign language interpretation.
The translated expressions of the hearing interpreters were accompanied by mouthing throughout
the entire interpretation process, which resulted in fewer elements of JSL compared with the deaf
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interpreter. For example, due to a lack of intensity in non-manual signals and hand gestures, the

hearing interpreters’ interpretations were characterized by a lack of aspect markers, an inability to

properly express the meaning of sentences of the Japanese SL, and ambiguous use of borrowing from

the SL. Furthermore, in regard to changes in topic, the deaf interpreter indicated changes by means

including sign language words, pauses, nods, pointing to slide materials and guiding the line of sight.

Meanwhile, the hearing interpreters expressed these changes more ambiguously. As for expressing

RS (Referential shift), the deaf interpreter expressed shifts three times in the subject matter, whereas

the hearing interpreters did not appear to express any RS.

Keywords : JSL (Japanese Sign Language), deaf interpreter, mouthing, aspect,
CL (classifier), RS (Referential Shift), NM (non-manual)
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