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SUMMARY

Zadankai: “Literature and Environment,” or Some “Environmental”
Ways of Traversing “Literature”
Akira TAMALI Rikiya KOMEI Yumi HIRATA
Takayoshi ISHIWARI and Yoshio MIYAKE

Starting with a story immediately before the new course’s inception,
when focusing on the relationship between literature and the environment
meant reinvestigating literature’'s “educational” functions or how this
aesthetic form (“Eco-Literature”) mediates between human beings and the
natural world, the four Literature and Environment professors—TAMAI
Akira, KOMEI Rikiya, HIRATA Yumi and ISHIWARI Takayoshi —and an
Arts and Media professor MIYAKE Yoshio discuss the need to extend the
meaning of the term “environment” so as to address its multi-faceted
aspects: “environment,” they all agree, is not only natural but also
linguistic, cultural, social and historical; when the question at issue is a
national literature, the term also refers to the other national literatures,
namely its translatability. This multi-facetedness of “environment” leads
the five Cultural Dynamics professors to “converse” freely (or even
irresponsibly) about the various aspects of the Literature and Environment
course itself. During the course of this “conversation,” it is made clear that
this new course, designed to tackle the problem of literature and “its”
environment, has within its scope of investigation such diverse topics as
literature and culture, the historicity or “datedness” of literature, the
outside of literature, and narrative and identity. Finally at the conclusion
of this zadankai, they propose that the “protagonists” of the Literature and
Environment course be not so much the professors as the students, and
that for this purpose their “environment” which is the whole Division of
Studies on Cultural Dynamics itself be kept open to boundary crossing.
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