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The Third Party’s Point of View in School Childcare

Koichi Suwa

There are many different views on the characteristics of a good school in compulsory
education. This paper highlights the importance of a third party’s point of view in childcare—
that is, the perspectives of adults who are neither parents nor professionals, including teachers and
other childcare specialists such as counselors. For instance, school secretaries, custodians, janitors,
and volunteers are examples of the third party members indirectly involved in childcare.

I illustrate a case of childcare by a non-specialist based on the voice of a school secretary who
has been employed for a few decades. In general, Japanese school secretaries are regarded as a
part of the bureaucratic educational administration rather than a part of the faculty of each school.
However, some of them become virtually the caregiver for children who are not cared for enough
in the classroom. It is not rare for children who are not familiar with the school or classroom to be
cared for by a third party.

The Japanese government is promoting a policy based on the concept of “school as a team,”
which is a new standard of school operation. In this new policy, schools are operated by the
division of work and through cooperation between teachers as teaching professionals and non-
teaching professionals. However, although the concept per se is acceptable, the promotion of this
concept is not efficient enough in creating the “ideal” schools.

A caring environment for children cannot be guaranteed only by professionals. For instance, a
pediatric ward in a university hospital introduced “bedside volunteers” who care for the inpatient
children in the sickroom. Generally speaking, a university hospital requires highly specialized
division of work and collaboration. On the other hand, bedside volunteers consisted of medical
students, and they were not caring professionals. They spent their time with inpatient children as if
they were neighborhood friends. Yet, medical professionals in the hospital regard the care provided
by bedside volunteers, albeit non-professional childcare, as an essential service for the inpatient
children.

Kiyokazu Washida, a Japanese philosopher, discussed “unconditional co-presence” in care. He
illustrated the importance of care that is provided out of social roles such as those of a caregiver,
professional, patient, and client. The bedside volunteers in the pediatric ward provide care through
“unconditional co-presence”; this type of care cannot be provided by medical professionals
because of its unconditional nature. Washida’s discussions are applicable in the school context, and
it supports the importance of the third party’s point of view in childcare.

The third party’s point of view in this discussion is related to the philosophical concept of “tourist
as postal multitude,” formulated in 4 Philosophy of the Tourist (2017) by Hiroki Azuma, another
Japanese philosopher. In his discussion, personal contingent concerns between individuals can be
the basis of solidarity and society. Therefore, the third party’s point of view in schools can also be
the basis of solidarity.



