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Survey on the language usage of Uyghur women in urban cities of the
Xinjiang Region of China: Urumgqi City and Ghulja City in North Xinjiang,
and Kashgar City and Hotan City in South Xinjiang

Xirinayi MaAtsutt and Junko OTANI

Abstract

Xinjiang is the region with the most frequent contact between languages in China. The existence
of many kinds of languages and extensive exchanges between people of a multiethnic society
provide a good “space” for contact between languages. Thus, contact between Uyghur and Chinese
is an important component of language activity in the lives of people in the area. This affects the
language use of each ethnic group.

The research was conducted on the linguistic situation of Uyghur women in the urban area of
Xinjiang comprising Urumgqi City, Ghulja City, Kashgar City, and Hotan City, from the viewpoint
of sociolinguistics. A questionnaire survey, interviews, and participant observation were employed
as the research methodologies. The data on the language ability of Uyghur women was collected
and analyzed according to occupation, degree of education, age, as well as by linguistic contact,
language usage at home and outside the home, and according to the characteristics of skills in
reading, watching, and writing. The results of this survey clarified that the common language of
the majority of Uygur women at home is their mother tongue, Uyghur. There was large variation
in the degree of language usage outside the home. In terms of reading, watching, and writing, both
differences and commonalities were found in the usage of languages.

Key words: Xinjiang, China, language, multi-ethnic society, Uyghur women



