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WHEN IS AN IMAGE?: FOR A SEMANTICS OF SHOWING

Tateki SUGENO

A larege number of pepole, such as psychologists, sociologists, and literary or art
critics, often talk much about images. But it is doubtful that all of them can give
any plausible answer to the most elementary problem, what an image is. The
objective of this essay is to get more understanding about the nature of image
according to a semiotic method.

In order to approach the problem, the author proposes to adapt the triple theroretical
frameworks through revising and synthesizing them. They are (1) W. Sellars’ Analogy
Thory of Mind, (2) D. Sperber’s Rhetoric or Thory of Understanding of Utterance
and (3) N. Goodman’s Theory of Reference.

It is well known that so-called Cartesian dualism gives rise to a perplexity which
is called the “mind-body problem”. Sellars prepares the theoretical frame to cancell
(not to resolve) it, according to which the concept of mind is an analogy of overt
language. The author proposes to adapt his framework with regard to mental imagery
by expanding it and trys to establish that imagery are the analogical equivalents of
images in the literal sense.

Sperber and his collaborator, D. Wilson take understanding of an utterance as a
cognitive process through which maximum relevance is given to it. Especially they
try to analyse various rhetorical phenomena from their threoretical standpoint.
The author thinks that their theory may be amended to remove its uncertainty by
introducing non-denotational semiotic functions to it.

Goodman adapts the extensionalism to explain wide range of semiotic phenomena
from art, ordinary perception to scinece to the effect that they depend on basically the
relation between a sign and its object, that Goodman calls reference. Reference
contains two major types. They are denotation (naming, predication, depiction, etc.)
and non-denotation (examplification, expression). Thus his theory has following two
remarkable characteristics: being valid for nonlinguistic sign systems and attaching
importance to non-denotational sign functions belonging to the dimension of showing.

The author tries to analyse various images in the literal sense through rivising and
synthesizing three theories. Especially analyse of some forms of figure such as irony
and metaphor indicates that siges turn into images if they have several syntactic and
semantic traits. As a conclusion, it is pointed out that images as such do not exist

and only signs functioning as images upon occasions do.



