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The Historical Change of “Ikanimo”

Tomoko MATSUMOTO

In modern Japanese, “ikanimo” is used as an adverb which expresses accord-
ance of type. But in ancient times, it was also used differently. Its usage has
changed in various ways before it reaches its modern usage.

In the oldest stage, “ikanimo” was used to express “negative” or “optional.”
This has something to do with the fact that “ikanimo” contains elements of the
indefinite word “ikani”. Concerning the set of assumptions which an indefinite
word expresses, when it means “not...any”, it is negative. When it renounces the
choice and means “any”, it is optional.

Furthermore, “ikanimo™’s meaning changed from “optional”, to “exclusive”
— “There is no other option.”, “A is related to only B.”.

After that, “ikanimo” became an adverb of degree which emphasizes predicate,
and finally it has come to be used as an adverb which expresses accordance of
type.

This change of “ikanimo” is also related to other indefinite words “nanitomo”,
“nanitozo”. This change can be located in the system of indefinite words.





