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Interview: What is Superdiversity?

Mitsuyo Sakamoto interviewed by Emiko Yukawa
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Abstract

Superdiviversity is a relatively new concept first presented by a social anthropologist
Steven Vertovec (2007). Superdiversity describes the diversity within a diversity which
results from mobility and technology. This notion is furthered by sociolinguist Jan
Blommaert (2013) to show how people adapt their linguistic repertoire and language
use based on the ecology as well as history in which they are situated. In order to strike
a social balance (conviviality) people devise language systems that best address their
needs and concerns, giving rise to a particular sociolinguistic pattern (entropy). Accord-

ing to Blommaert (2013), superdiversity is characterized by mobility, unpredictability,
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and complexity. Given its nature, it is argued that traditional, prescriptive applied lin-
guistics is insufficient to capture and address the complex nature of today's language
learning and use. Specifically, instead of offering prescriptive instructions in nurturing
bilingualism and heritage language maintenance, it is suggested that we turn to a more
qualitative approach where scholars collect narratives of bilingual experiences from a
wide range of individuals from different parts of the world. This way we can preserve
postmodern approach in applied linguistics, yet offer concrete models by which the
public can eclectically choose elements that would be relevant for them in actualizing

heritage language maintenance.
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