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Chinese Heritage Language Education in a Public School in Japan
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Abstract

This paper reports on a practice followed by Chinese heritage language education
in a public elementary school in Japan. This practice is theoretically based on the “Lit-
eracy Engagement Pedagogical Framework” (Cummins, 2009) and “Project-Based Learn-
ing” (Newell, 2003) concept.

By analyzing the classroom interaction of nine fifth-grade Chinese pupils and the
measurement of their change over 2.5 years in Chinese language proficiency using
Dialogic Language Assessment, it was found that all students have significantly im-

proved their Chinese proficiency, and the effectiveness of this practice has been proved.
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Considering the factors that enable heritage language education in the public elemen-
tary school in Japan, the following were found important: 1) the budget measure of the
school board; 2) school climate, which considers heritage language to be valuable; 3)
teacher’s initiative and leadership in class management; 4) knowledge, skill, and apti-
tude of native-speaking teachers; 5) support from heritage language education special-

ists; and 6) coordination and cooperation among relevant individuals.
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