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Copyrights and School Education

in an Information-oriented Society

Yoshiyuki UEDA

Recently, information orientation is growing rapidly in the society. The National Curriculum
of Japan changes corresponding to this circumstance. The aim of this paper is to clarify the prob-
lems of the use of copyrighted work in schools from the view of “information moral”. Informa-
tion moral can be discussed in terms of two aspects of information flow. One is the transmission
of information, the other is the reception. The establishment of information moral and the protec-
tion of copyrights are the subject of school education.

The copyrighted work, which schools use frequently, is minutely categorized and described
according to the copyright act of Japan. Namely, literary work, musical work, motion pictures,
compilations, database, and computer programs.

The copyright limitation is examined in relation to the use of various resources in school
education: textbooks, school broadcasting programs, multiple copies for classroom use, material
used in examinations and non-profit-making presentation of music, dramas, etc.

Particular cases such as the copyright of movie pictures, foreign copyrighted work, database,
data and computer programs are examined. The author maintains that the copyright of
computer programs produced by teachers belongs to them or their school. The author discusses
also the problems of the use of commercial computer programs, specially illegal copies, LAN
use of programs and shrink-wrap contract.

Finally, a few remaining problems are examined.



