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The framing of Russia’s involvement in foreign conflicts: A case study of the government-media
nexus regarding Ukraine and Syria
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This thesis analyses how Russia’s military involvement in the Ukrainian crisis in 2014 and in the Syrian war
in 2015 was framed by the Russian government and the media. This process is examined through a framing
analysis of the political speeches of the Russian government officials and the articles from one state-owned and
one independent newspaper. The central research questions are: How was Russia’s involvement in the conflicts
in Ukraine and Syria framed by the Russian president and the Minister of Foreign Affairs? Did it shape the
news coverage of the events by mainstream and independent media? If so, then to what extent?

The thesis demonstrates that the Russian government used common framing strategies in order to
justify its military involvement in Ukraine and Syria. Firstly, it depicted both conflicts as posing a direct threat
to the Russian people and Russia’s national security. Secondly, in order to solidify such framing it appealed to
highly resonant notions, such Nazism and fascism. Furthermore, it promoted culturally congruent
interpretations, which were coherent with commonly shared believes regarding Russia’s role in the world and
its relations with the West.

Lastly, this thesis reveals that the role of the Russian media in the process of framing conflicts in
Ukraine and in Syria was rather complex and could not be adequately explained by the existing models on
government-media relations. Contrary to the expectations, the framing of the conflicts by the Russian
government did not equally dominate the coverage of state-owned and independent media. Although the state-
owned newspaper Izvestia mostly adopted the frames promulgated by the government, it managed to introduce
several alternative frames. The independent newspaper Novaya Gazeta, on the other hand, produced
substantial criticism toward the policies in Ukraine and in Syria and initiated a critical debate over the validity

of the policies.
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