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Abstract of Thesis

Since 9/11, the Federally Administered Tribal Areas {FATA) of Pakistan have become an epicenter of
Talibanization. The upsurge of Talibanization has inflicted a devastating human and financial cost on Pakistan
ever since. The extant literature on the isswe mainly provides two explanations. The first explanation attributes
Talibanization in FATA as a product of the Afghan-Soviet War (1979-1289) and Zia’s Islamization policy. The
second one tends to see the current destructive conditions of FATA as a product of the notorious "Global War on
Terrorism” and its consequences in the form of the current Afghan War and the rising socio-political unrest in the
region. These studies examine the underlying causes of the upsurge of Talibanization and inadequately associate

proximate factors as the main causes of the issue.

FATA has been victimized and neglected historically, politically and socio-economically, first under British
colonial rule and then under successive Pakistani administrations in the last seven decades. The political elites of
both periods have systematically neglected the region and never extended equal rights to the people of FATA. This
thesis argues that antagonism and extremism were shaped in response to long-lasting policies of marginalization
and exclusion. The situation in FATA warrants an in-depth analysis of the historical, political, and socic-economic

exclusion of FATA in order to understand the complex linkages between rising radicalization vis-a-vis terrorism.

For this purpose, this study attempts to answer the following research question, “How and why did
Talibanization rise and gain influence in FATA-Pakistan since 9/11". It does so by affirming the hypothetical
notion that ‘historical and political marginalization’ and ‘socic-economic conditions’ caused Talibanization in
FATA. With this objective in mind, this study explores both “underlying” and “proximate” causes of Talibanization
and the youth radicalization in the tribal belt, It also outlines the current challenges faced by the people of FATA

due to incompetency of the existing government institutions in Pakistan.

The study examines the poor political and socio-economic structures through its history that have shaped
the crisis currently unravelling in the tribal areas of Pakistan. It makes the argument that longstanding economic
deprivation, weak human development indicators, and acute disparities with national standards have created a
broad political space for the militants to exploit, With such a space, these militants are able to present themselves
as a viable alternative to the state, capable of providing quick justice and employment. In other words, they are
able to successfully contextualize their appeals for support and recruits in terms of opportunity, social justice,

equity, and state failure.

This analysis sheds light on the root causes of Talibanization, and leads to policy implications in finding
solutions. It recognizes the limitations of recommendations for resolving the ongoing tragedy in Pakistan, as their
success are ultimately dependent on the political will and commitment of the relevant authorities. Nevertheless,
the study attempts to present modest proposals for policy makers to consider in formulating holistic

anti-radiecalization policies, to effectively root out extremism and prevent radicalization from going forward.
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