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’ SUMMARY

A Memo about the City Plans of Osaka in the Edo Period
Kumtada NARUMI

Edo, Kyoto, and Osaka were the three major cities of the Edo period that
were under the direct control of the Edo shogunate. Many of these city plans
‘were published commercially. These plans were printed on woodblocks and
distributed among tradesmen, artisans, and samurai who resided in or visited
these cities. Among the three cities, the published city plans of Kyoto are the

oldest, while those of Edo are the most numerous. As a result, the city plans  °

of Kyoto and Edo have been studied extensively thus far.

With regard to the city plans of Osaka, it has been pointed out that the
medium in which these were expressed changed radically more than three
times. This was because these three changes were fundamentally influenced
by the publishers. Although, initially, the publishers in Kyoto were generating
the maps of Osaka, the publishers in Osaka gradually started generating maps
after the end of the seventeenth century. However, the publishers’ changes
were merely peripheral, and the reality of such changes is relatively unknown.
Unlike the woodblock-printed plans of other two cities, the .plans of Osaka
were finalized gradually through the Edo period. This report introduces Ooka
Shoken, the official painter at that time, and explores his connection with this
third change. In this memo, it is mentioned for the first time that Ooka Shoken
was a painter who possessed survey skills, ' '

" However, the foundations of city plans were comparatxvely more similar |
to manuscnpts of administration plans’ than to commercial woodblock-printed
plans. In Osaka, the handwritten plans for administration were frequently pre-
pared after the middle of the seventeenth century. It is a phenomenon that
cannot be observed in Edo or Kyoto. When constructing the definition of a city
plan, I think that itis essentlal to mcorporate both handwritten and printed city
plans. ~
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