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SUMMARY

Ethics and Organization:

The Possibility of Ethics from the Viewpoint of Social Systems Theory

Tsuyoshi HORIE

In this paper I assert an idea that the ‘organization’ can and must become a
new theoretical viewpoint for ethics in modern society, and by considering the
following four questions at that. 1) On which aspect do ethical problems take in
modern society? 2) What does ‘applied ethics’ do? 3) How is the ethical and/or
moral at all functioning? 4) What is the ‘organization’?

For the first question, I point out three aspects where contemporary ethical
problems at large are constructed: on the scenes where different types of social
activities are overlapping each other in an unsolvable way; on the difficulty of
prediction or pre-estimate for matters in future that is related with modern
high-technologies; on the material, from which we can only be irritated and
with which not communicate. For the second question, I describe applied ethics
only as a reflective domain of ethical problems; they can indeed give cautions or
advices for problems but not definite solutions. For the third question, I argue
that we must strictly distinguish between the ‘person’ as a function of attribution
in communication and the ‘human being’ as an ontological status in terms of
ethics. In addition, I refer to the social ‘role’ that is functionally equivalent to the
‘person. For the last question, based on the modern organization and systems
theory, I show the ‘organization’ as a complex system of role expectation, which
preserves its own level of practice.

The conclusion of the paper is following: If we focus our ethical eye not
only on the ‘personal’ or humanistic’ level but also on the ‘organizational level
of practice, the ethics in modern society will have new tasks and it is necessary
for applied ethics that treats various ethical problems.



