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SUMMARY

Changing Images of Barbarians in Early Modern Vietnam and
Trans-border Migration:

Discussion of the Nong People (f& \) as both Subjects and Foreigners

Masashi OkaDpA

At present, 54 ethnic groups are officially classified in modern Vietnam en-
compassing a wide variety of languages and cultures. In northern Vietnam, the Dai
Viét kingdom ever described people who lived in remote mountainous areas as bar-
barians (#J#), as culturally distinct from Vietnamese people (Kinh XX, which refers
to the capital city of a kingdom), based on the Vietnamese version of Sinocentrism.

In contrast, pre-modern Southeast Asian states always exerted a great deal of
effort to controlling people; thus, the expansion of these states drove them to amal-
gamate people in “frontier areas” as subjects. As a result, classification of people
provided an attractive means for the state to produce subjects. In the language of
James Scott, the expansion of a state involves enclosing people into the fiscally leg-
ible economy of wage labor as well as the sedentary agriculture of the state. By the
18th century, however, economies of frontier areas in southeast Asia had started to
boom as a result of influx of Chinese immigrants, merchants, and the expansion of
markets. Given this situation, how did the Southeast Asian states try to classify peo-
ple and to make them“legible” at these new economic frontiers?

The aim of this paper is to examine how the pre-modern Vietnamese state re-
acted to this new economic situation and changed the way they classified people at
their frontiers, with emphasis on the Nong people (f& \). This group is regarded as
the ancestors of the ethnic Nung in modern Vietnam; previous studies have demon-
strated that the Nong migrated from China between 200 to 300 years ago. This
chronology is coincident with the economic expansion. This paper also clarifies
the activities of local and more widely ranging actors in the region encompassing
Southwestern China to the northern mountainous region of Vietnam, based on pri-
mary sources. The analysis presented here enables discussion of how the activities
of local people and trans-border migration affected the classification and recognition
of subjects by the state.



