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SUMMARY

The Importance of the Ina River Region during the Formation of the

Yamato Government

Shin'ya FUKUNAGA

In this paper, the author analyzes the archaeological data of the Ina River
region in the northwestern Osaka Plain and demonstrates that this area showed
significant growth from the Late Yayoi to Early Kofun periods (1st-4th centuries
AD). The author argues that during the Yayoi period such factors as the distribu-
tion of a new style of bronze bell, the influence on pottery production from the
Sea-of-Japan region, and the distribution of round burial mounds that would
eventually develop into the keyhole-shaped mounded tombs of the following
Kofun period suggest that this region played an important role in the movement
of goods and the spread of a new style of burial mound.

The author then analyzes the nature of mounded-tomb building in the re-
gion and demonstrates that during the Kofun period keyhole-shaped mounded
tombs of the same style as the kingly tombs of the Yamato region were repeated-
ly constructed and numerous Chinese-made bronze mirrors of the newest styles
are found as burial goods; moreover, the author suggests that the elite of the Ina
River region and the emergent central administration (Yamato government)
forged a strong cooperative relationship. This region was located at the geopolit-
ically important crossroads of the north-south route to the Sea of Japan via the
Ina River and the east-west route along the Seto Inland Sea. The author proposes
that the region’s development was due to its strong political and economic re-
lationship with the emergent central administration. Finally, the author draws
attention to the importance of situating the archaeological findings of local re-
gions within the larger historical narrative of the Japanese archipelago as whole.



