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SUMMARY

Regarding the Transcription of Nasal Final Consonants and

their Marking in Kosoden held in Iwaya-ji

Naoki NAKANO

A manuscript of Kosoden (Memoirs of Eminent Monks) spanning fourteen
scrolls is included in the collection of Buddhist scriptures in Iwaya-ji (Aichi
Prefecture). The text is glossed with numerous kunten in both red and black ink.
Kinsui, Yamada & Nakano (2015) estimate the date of the kunten glosses to be
between late Insei and early Kamakura periods. The estimate is wide since the
kunten display characteristics attested in both the Insei and early Kamakura pe-
riods.

For this reason, it is difficult to determine an exact date for the kunten in
Kosoden despite their large number. The manuscript includes several colophons,
though the relationship between these colophons and the added kunten is un-
clear.

In this paper, we look at the transcription of different nasal final consonants,
consider the date of the writing of the kunten, and discuss the principles of how
different nasal final consonants are transcribed. There was a correspondence
between the transcription of Sino-Japanese nasal final and their original Chinese
pronunciations until the Insei period, but this was lost in the Kamakura period
(except in some more conservative works). Thus, the date of kunten can be de-
termined based on the manner in which nasal final consonants are transcribed.
This paper shows that the nasal final consonants in the kunten of Kosoden are
not in correspondence with their Chinese pronunciations, thus dating the kunt-
en at the early Kamakura period.

Whilst the transcriptions of nasal final consonants do not follow the origi-
nal Chinese pronunciations, this paper suggests that there may be a correspon-
dence between the transcription of nasal final consonants and characters’ tones
as marked on the manuscript. This possibility has not yet been discussed in
previous research; additional research using other manuscripts is required for
turther investigation.



