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SUMMARY

The Pure Land of Amitabha (1183):

Its Iconographic Source and Possible Function in Repentance Rites

Midori TAKASHI

Painted in 1183 (Chunxi 10), the Pure Land of Amitabha held in Chion-in

Temple, Kyoto, is a masterpiece of Southern Song-dynasty Buddhist painting.
However, this work’s imagery is different from that of typical depictions of the
Pure Land of Amitabha, having extracted specific motifs from Pure Land images
to create a distinctive kind of imagery.

During the Song and Yuan dynasties, various types of paintings of Ami-
tabha were created. Earlier scholars have shown that the Chion-in painting is
related to forms of “meditative contemplation” described in the Sutra on the
Contemplation of the Buddha of Measureless Life # 1 & %3 #% , a scripture that
constructs an image of the Pure Land of Amitabha. Moreover, it has been sug-
gested that the painting’s depiction of reborn souls in the form of bodhisattvas
brings it into dialogue with the “mind-only Pure Land” teachings of Siming Zhi-
li PUBHAIEL , one of the leaders of the revival of the Tiantai tradition during the
Northern Song dynasty.

In this paper, I contend that the imagery of the Chion-in painting accords
with the instructions for adorning the ritual arena for the Rite for Repentance
and Profession of the Vow for Rebirth in the Pure Land H:4E & 1 18)¥ % , a man-
ual for Pure Land-focused repentance composed by Ciyun Zunshi 3% 2% 2,
a contemporary of Siming Zhili and another leading figure in the revival of the
Tiantai school. Certain motifs in the painting—particularly the bodhisattva-like
form of the nine reborn souls in the lotus pond and the many deities descending
from the sky—are comparable to passages in Zunshi’s manual.

A later Yuan-dynasty depiction of the Pure Land of Amitabha held in Dai-
ji-ji Temple, Kumamoto, includes the same motifs as the Chion-in painting,
though its composition is different. Given the similarities between the works,
it seems that this kind of Pure Land image rose to popularity in this particular
time period. Drawing on various historical documents concerning Pure Land
practice, I ultimately suggest that the interior adornment of ritual halls during
the Southern Song when this image was created, including spaces for contem-
plation {4, repentance 3 , or assemblies for intoning Amitabha’s name &
{L4#:2% , may have shared many similar motifs.





