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SUMMARY

Paintings of Birds, Flowers, and Human Figures on Sugito
in the Collection of the Philadelphia Museum of Art and

Consideration of the Themes of Sugito Painting

Kyoko KiNosHITA

The Philadelphia Museum of Art (PMA) has twenty sugito with paintings
of Birds, Flowers, and Human Figures. After the Meiji Restoration in 1868,
many castle buildings were destroyed and precious architectural components
and ornamental fittings including fusuma and sugito were put up for auction
after building demolition. The twenty sugito were acquired by PMA through
Yamanaka Co., Ltd in 1966. There are five kinds of hikite (metal pulls) design
among the twenty sliding doors, and two hikite have the Tokugawa crest called
“Mitsuba Aoi” in the center. Another hikite has “Mutsuba Ura-aoi” decoration
which is similar to one of Nagoya castle’s hikite. Therefore, it could be assumed
that some of the PMA sugito may have been belonged to some branch families
of the Tokugawa shogun. It is known that no human figures on the sugito of
either Nijo or Nagoya castles existed. But there were various kinds of human
figures in the sugito paintings for the main hall, called as Honmaru goten of Edo
castle, which was reconstructed right after a great fire in 1657, and his painting
project was finished by end of 1659. Kano Tan’yti was commissioned to direct
all the interior paintings for Edo castle. According to a record, “On Honmaru
Omote-muki Ozashiki Eyo,” there were many kinds of Chinese figures for sugito
paintings, as well as flower and birds in the reception hall located in the Hon-
maru goten. In the mid-19" century, Edo castle was destroyed by fire again, and
Kano Seiser’in Osanobu was appointed as a director to reproduce the interior
wall paintings based on the Tan’y@'s plan of almost two hundred years earlier.
Tan'yw’s ideas strongly influenced and were reflected on wall paintings, including
sugito, throughout the Edo period. A comparison of the iconography and paint-
ing subjects before and after 1659 are discussed in this essay.



