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SUMMARY

Kinship and Nonsensuous Similarity:

Reading Benjamin’s Language Theory

Atsushi KAWAGUCHI

This paper investigates the relation as well as differences between Walter
Benjamin’s two concepts, kinship (Verwandtschaft) and nonsensuous similarity
(unsinnliche Ahnlichkeit), mainly using the following four texts: The Task of the
Translator, Analogy and Kinship, On language as Such and on the Language of
Man, and Doctrine of the Similar.

According to Benjamin’s earlier works is a relation that man could recog-
nize; for example, relation between same-meaning words from different lan-
guages. The origin of kinship is grounded on God’s words or the pure language.
However, there is no practical way of recognizing this relation.

Nonsensuous similarity, according to Benjamin’s later works, is a relation
similar to Kinship i.e., a relation that man could recognize; for example, relation
between same-meaning words from different languages. However, nonsensu-
ous similarity includes the concept of similarity. This concept is not necessarily
grounded on theological world view such as God’s words anymore. Therefore,

there is higher possibility for man to recognize this relation.



