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SUMMARY

Changes of Wordplay and the Problem of Time in Hideki Noda’s Works:
From The Prisoner of Zenda to Oil

Tzu-Chieh HuanGg

“Wordplay” is one of the techniques which characterizes the writing
of Hideki Noda, and it can be discovered from his early works to his recent
ideological plays. This paper exams the changes of Noda’s wordplay by connect-
ing it with the important theme of his ideological plays: the problem of time.

The paper contains three parts. In the first part, it summarizes linguistics
studies, folklore studies, and previous researches about wordplay in Noda’s 1980s
works, trying to give a definition of “wordplay”. The scond part is an analysis
of The Prisoner of Zenda: The Night of Our Moss-Covered Infants (1981), one of
Noda’s representative works in the 1980s. In this period, Nodas wordplay used
postmodern strategies to avoid fixed meaning, making his wordplay have strong
similarities with game theory.

The last part of this essay is an analysis of Noda’s ideological play, Oil (2003).
In this play Noda’s wordplay has two main contents: one is used to link the story
with the ancient myth about establishing the state, while the other is adapted
from Japanese traditional wordplay. Both of the two show a tight relationship
between language and culture, and Noda names this relationship “time” in sev-
eral ideological plays. The change of style form postmodern strategies to a re-
connection with the Japanese tradition shows Nodas new attitude of endorsing
multiculturalism, and this also reflects the impact of globalization on the con-

temporary Japanese society.



