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SUMARRY

Descriptions on Shifting Cultivation
in High School Textbooks of Geography:
Why Did Negative Evaluation Become Widespread?

Ren’ya SaTo

Although shifting cultivation (swidden agriculture) had been regarded as
the main cause of tropical deforestation since 1980s in the growing attention to
tropical deforestation, recent accumulation of case studies and statistical inspec-
tions which examine causes of deforestation pressed us for review of the hypo-
thetical notion that shifting cultivation was the main cause of tropical deforesta-
tion. Recently many researchers have become to attribute main causes of tropical
deforestation to plantation reclamation for commodity crops, lumbering and
ranch development rather than shifting cultivation. But the negative discourses
on shifting cultivation have been sustained to date among publications, internet
sites, and even school textbooks.

This paper collected and analyzed descriptions on shifting cultivation found
in Japanese high school textbooks of geography to investigate what kind of pat-
terns were found and how they contributed to public misunderstanding about
shifting cultivation.

The results showed that appropriate descriptions were few and most of them
included inadequate expressions such as ‘it is primitive agriculture] ‘it is the
main cause of deforestation, ‘traditional shifting cultivation was sustainable, but
population increase forced people to destroy tropical forest’ It can be said that
such descriptions are playing an important role on spread of misunderstanding
on shifting cultivation.



