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SUMMARY

The Intrasentential Information-Presenting Structures Formed
by Nominal Expressions in the Japanese Language:

The Case of an Abstract Noun ho:shin (“policy”) Used in Newspaper Editorials

Masahiko IsHiI

In order to develop an effective approach to the definition of informa-
tion-presenting structure types, formed by Japanese nominal expressions within
one sentence, I present in this paper the results of survey and analysis that have
been carried out in an attempt to answer the following research questions: what
types of nominal expressions formed by specific abstract nouns exist; what kind
of information they present and how they are connected within one sentence.

In particular, nominal expressions formed by an abstract noun ho:shin
(“policy”) have been classified into the following 8 groups: simple compounds,
complex compounds, inclusive compounds, simple phrases, complex phrases,
inclusive phrases, attributive clause structures and citation clause structures.
Also, information conveyed each time “ho:shin” was mentioned, has been clas-
sified into such 4 types as contents, topic, holder and characteristic. Examples
found in “Mainichi Shinbun” editorials (a 20 years span) have been analyzed
based on the above-mentioned classification.

The result of investigation proved that nominal expressions having a simple
structure with a small number of adnominal elements, like simple compounds
or simple phrases, present more types of information, and if such nominal ex-
pressions are used into the base position, they are easily connected to other
nominal expressions within one sentence. Clause structures characterized by
having the most complex adnominal structure, present basically only the con-
tents (while the amount of the information is predominantly bigger), and they
can not be connected to other nominal expressions when placed to the base po-
sition. Complex compounds and complex phrases, or inclusive compounds are
in the intermediate position.



