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SUMMARY

TOMIYAMA Taekos Art Expression and South Korea in the 1970s:
A Discussion on Deep Night and Chained Hands in Prayer

Yuna Seo

Tomiyama Taeko is a Japanese woman artist, who illustrates political situa-
tions and political prisoners of South Korea through lithographs. This paper ex-
plains why and how Tomiyama depicts South Korea, and also explores how she
displays her works. This paper particularly focuses on the works with a theme of
political prisoners in South Korea, and the changes of ways of expression around
1975, by discussing process and meanings of the changes.

In the first chapter, I attempt to explain why Tomiyama adopts South Korea
in her works, with the reference of written sources and interviews. As a Japanese
intellectual during the Cold War era, Tomiyama adopts the political situations of
South Korea, by relating it to her own history. Nevertheless, her interests are not
limited to South Korea, but also include Greek mythology and Chinese Revolu-
tion of Yanan in the 1930s.

In the second chapter, I analyze what kinds of images Tomiyama adopts to
visualize South Korea. I show that Tomiyama uses the same images in her works
of the slides and poems in the 1970s. Those images used in Greek mythology are
also used to depict the political prisoners of South Korea. In particular, I argue
that through the metaphors of Greek mythology and Western arts, Tomiyama
advocates the rescue of political prisoners in South Korea, based on the univer-
sal values of human rights.

In the third chapter, I present how Tomiyama displays her works with the
consideration of her co-producers. Cooperating with citizen groups and other
organizations, Tomiyama has to change the ways of expression and puts on exhi-
bitions with them. However, this helps her reach a larger audience compared to

the times when she showcases her works in her own gallery.



