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SUMMARY

The Ancestor Ritual Practiced by Osaka-Okinawan:

Focusing on Making a Family Tree and Succession to a Family Incense Burner

Kanae INOOKA

This paper discusses the actual situation of Okinawa ancestor ritual and
worship practiced by Osaka-Okinawan based on oral methods.

The study of folklore studies and cultural anthropology mainly focus on re-
lationships between Okinawa and the Kingdom of Ryukyu, and studying island
cosmology. In this point of view, people who came to the Japanese mainland and
overseas from Okinawa in search of work didn't pay any attention.

However, Okinawan who lives in the mainland and overseas is sometimes
considered to the successor for Okinawa ancestor ritual, and a family memorial
tablet and family altar are moving on their settlement areas from Okinawa.

In this paper, I focus on man’s narratives whom successes clan Simoda-jiyou
THIM in south part of Okinawa. His father was the fourteenth that clan but he
came to Osaka in search of work and his son who regarded as the successor fif-
teenth clan was born in Osaka. I analyze the conflict between Osaka-Okinawan
and concerned people in Okinawa by the process and background making a
family tree and succession to a family incense burner Z#7. The succession to a
family incense burner means the successor of ancestor ritual and worship in his
father’s clan.

In conclusion, the situation of Okinawa ancestor ritual and worship prac-
ticed by Osaka-Okinawan gain confidence in his own identity, but, on the other
hand, keeping Okinawa ancestor ritual and worship gave the economical and

mental burden for him and his family.



