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SUMMARY

Language Consciousness among the College Students
from Other Regions to the Metropolitan Area:

Focusing on the Regional Differences

Aoi KAMBAYASHI

This paper attempts to reveal the language consciousness among the immi-

grants who have moved to Tokyo metropolitan area from other regions in Japan.

The contents of the language consciousness focus on these following points; how

people are conscious of their own language use in casual situation and what kind

of language varieties they are aware of using in some concrete scenes. It is ana-

lyzed especially the difference among the regions where people had lived before

they moved, and tried to clear the tendency among their regions.

a)

b)

<)

d)

From the research, following results are revealed;

People have the tendency to be conscious that their native language is “dia-
lect” however, their own language tends to be aware of “common language”
or “mixed language”

People from east regions tend to be conscious of their native language as
“dialect’, on the contrary, they have a high tendency to think their own lan-
guage as “common language”. People from west regions consider both their
native and own language “dialect’, and they also tend to be conscious that
“mixed language” is their own, which eastern people are not much aware of.
When a native place of the conversational partner is not the same as their
own, people tend to choose their language such as “common language” and
“mixed language” When people switch their language, “with whom” they
talk is rather important than “where” they talk.

People from east regions do not often have a consciousness to switch their
languages and tend to use “‘common language” in any situations. When
they switch, they use “dialect” in only the conversation with a person whose
native place is same as theirs. On the other hand, people from west regions
tend to be conscious of using “dialect”in all scenes and “mixed language”
has also a high tendency to choose rather than the east.



