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SUMMARY

The Research of the Changes in Sada Shin Noh and Their Factors:

Its Ritural and Entertainment Characters

Tatsuya YAMAZAKI

Sada Shin Noh is the Kagura of Sada Shrine in Matsue city of Shimane pre-
fecture, and it is performed in “gozagae festival’, which is the ritual of the change
of the rush mats for the Gods, on the 24th and the 25th September every year.
The part of Shin Noh of this Kagura had been created from influence of Noh and
Kowakamai in the Keicho period (1596-1615), when one of the Shinto priests
of Sada Shrine went to Kyoto to get “the license proof for a Shinto priest” from
Yoshida family (the Urabe clan). Also, adding “Sada” to the name of Kagura is
related to the appearance on the stage of “the Meeting of Folk Dance and the
Folk Song” in the Taisho period.

The ceremonial movement of the body had had chance to be changed into
the dance before the creation of Shin Noh. The element of the entertainment
was, however, slightly added to the Kagura in the 17th century because the cre-
ation of Shin Noh made great change. There could have been big influences from
Sarugaku-Noh in the early Edo period and the thought of the Yoshida family.
The creation of Shin Noh had important meaning because the basic formation of
Sada Shin Noh at present had been established.

In the Meiji period, the Shinto priest was not able to perform Kagura, and
local people came to succeed to Sada Shin Noh. This change of succession was
the point to let the Kagura have two faces —the ritual side and the entertainment
(folk art) one. When “the Meeting of Folk Dance and the Folk Song” was held in
the Taisho period, being conscious of the entertainment (folk art) side was re-
lated very much to the adding the word “Sada” to that of the Kagura and change
the name to Sada Shin Noh. After that, Sada Shin Noh has been performed not
only on the day of the festival, nor at the shrine.

For a long period, with the cause of various factors, the Sada Shin Noh has
changed its contents qualitatively and came to have the characters both the ritual

and the entertainment.



