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SUMMARY

Canadian Japanese of Nikkei Issei and Nisei:

Its Linguistic Features and Their Development

Katsumi SHIBUYA

This paper aims to describe the characteristics of the varieties of Japanese spo-
ken by five Japanese first generation immigrants (Issei) and one second genera-
tion descendant (Nisei) and sketch their historical development, using the data
collected for the study of the immigrants’ life histories. Three linguistic variables
(negative suffixes, onbin forms (euphony), and aspect markers) are analyzed and
the following conclusions have been obtained:

1) Isseis employ in their conversation with the researcher various forms such as
native dialect forms, forms of standard Japanese and non-native dialect forms
which have been acquired after their arrival in Canada. Salient dialect forms,
however, seem to be avoided because of its non-favorable connotation.

2) Our Nisei speaker shows the same variability as the Isseis do, but the variabil-
ity is reduced in favor of one of the forms Isseis employ, which is not necessarily
the one of Standard Japanese.

On the basis of the above findings, a tentative model of the process of the devel-
opment of Canadian Japanese is presented.



