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SUMMARY

“Trace” of Narrator and Sound Direction of Pitfall

Shimpei OTANI

This paper is an attempt to analyze “Pitfall’(Otoshiana, Teshigahara Hiro-
shi, 1962) from the point of view of how to use sounds to build a story.

“Pitfall” is the story of the miners was a coal mine on the stage. Become a
ghost man of coal mine worker died in the middle of story, wandering in search
of a reason for himself was killed. Living people and the ghosts coexist in the
“same world”, but they never “interact”. Then, how the movie express that living
people does not “interact” with ghosts by direction?

In addition, in this film there is a scene to be stressed than character the
landscape of the coal mine. Its emphasis is not in any way to be carried out only
by the image, but the direction of sound is deeply involved.

To analyse these, this paper rely on the narrative theory of cinema.

Narrative theory of cinema, is a theory that has been developed especially
by French researchers on the basis of the narrative theory of literature by Gérard
Genette. Through 1990s, part of the scholars of cinema studies- particularly
French ones- applied works of Genette to the cinema.

The structure of the paper will be the following. In Section 1 of the first
chapter, while sustaining the narrative theory of cinema, we continue to discuss
the “trace” of the narrator. In Section 2, we consider how the discussion of “trace”
can be applied, and on the other hand what are the problems involved in dealing
with voice production of the cinema.

In chapter 2, the analysis of “Pitfall” will be performed on the basis of the
Chapter 1. In particular it will be discussed how to depict living people and
ghosts by sounds control.

In the Conclusion, based on the work analysis, it is analyzed how sounds of
“Pitfall” construct the whole story. In addition, it is discussed how valid narra-

tive theory of cinema is for the analysis of the sound of the movie.



